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Locally Made - A Survey of Pioneer Industry 
Turtle Mountain – Souris Plains 

 
 
The first European settlers in southwestern Manitoba were here ahead of the 
railways that would link us to the wider world. Because of the great distances 
between the pioneer farmer and the market, one priority was to find ways to 
convert local raw materials into essential products.  
 
The settlers brought with them a host of skills and experiences, which served 
them well. 
They knew how flour mills, sawmills, cheese factories, lime kilns, and brickyards 
operated. Some even came to the region with the expressed purpose of starting 
industrial operations, others responded to needs and opportunities. Their efforts 
were a feature of many of the first communities.  
 
Like the communities they served, many, even most, of these first industrial 
endeavours were short-lived. That doesn’t mean they weren’t important. In rural 
Manitoba in the 1880’s things were moving quickly. In the southwest corner in 
particular there was a constant shifting as the railway companies considered 
options, and speculators tried to predict where growth would occur. Towns 
sprang up, business enterprises opened, and buildings were built.  Often, before 
long, they closed or they moved. 
 
In presenting the story of pioneer industry a natural divide is evident. The first 
efforts, notably flour or grist mills, coincided with the formation of those first pre-
railway communities. They were there primarily to serve a local need. Having a 
service such as a flour mill was one element of making a settlement viable. 
 
The second wave of industrial effort came with the creation of the railway towns. 
These towns weren’t speculative. They were intentional, created by the decision 
of railway company to build a station, which would immediately attract an 
elevator, which would guarantee traffic as the region’s farmers needed a market 
for what they were producing. These towns wanted business enterprises of all 
kinds. Every new service gave them a competitive advantage over the next town 
down the line. 
 
From the late 1870's until the ultimate expansion of rail networks around 1910, 
local production was essential to growth.  
 
  



Industries By Location:  An Alphabetical List 
 
Boissevain & Area 
 
Flour Mills 
Preston & McKay:  1889 – 1902 
Turtle Mountain Milling Co. Ltd. : 1906 – 1920 
 
Sawmills 
Max Lake 
Fox Sawmill 
 
Lime Kilns:  Johnstone,  Hicks (Ninga)  &  McRuer   
 
Cheese & Butter Factories 
The Morton Dairy 
Carriage Maker: Butler and Frith 
Concrete Block Maker 
  
Deloraine & Area 
 
Flour Mills 
Old Deloraine: William and Thomas Sheppard: 1882 – 1887 
Ontario Milling Company:1897 – 1906 
W. R. David: 1894 
W. Barker – Whitewater: ca. 1890 
Carriage Maker: The Deloraine Carriage Factory: Mr. B. Steele: 1894 
 
Elgin – Minto Area 
 
Lime Kilns:  Bunclody & Riverside 
Flour Mill: Gregory’s Mill: 1882 - 1894 
Brickyard: Souris City: Freek and Coupland: 1882  
Flour Mill: Souris City 
 
Hartney & Area 
 
Flour Mills 
Hammond and Leckie: 1894 – 1911 
Lauder Flour Mill: Giddens and Campbell  Flour Mill: 1894 
Brickyards 
Payne,  (1895) Sackville  (1898) & Kirkland (1901) 
Pump Factory: H. C. Pierce 1893 
Sash and Door Factory: Alex Mains: 1900 
Carriage Makers: Edouard Isabey: Victor Duchesneau 
Clothing:   Edwards Sisters / A.E. Hill Co. 
Cheese Factory: Lauder:  Hobert Sibald: 1895 
Lime Kiln:  Lauder 
 
Melita & Area 



 
Flour Mill: Melita Milling Co. - 1892  
Brickyard: The Melita Brick Co.   1905  
Concrete Blocks 
Manufacturing:  Antler River Steel Works - Coulter 
 
Millford 
Flour Mill: R.Z. Rogers: 1881 – 1885 
Sawmill: R.Z. Rogers: 1881 - 1885 
 
Napinka 
Flour Mill: Roblin & Armitage: 1893 
Carriage Maker 
Lime Kiln: L.J. Phinney 
 
Plum Creek and Souris 
Flour Mill: G. McCulloch and William Herriot: 1882  
 
Pierson & Area 
Lime Kiln: Robert Fanning and Andy Lyle 
Concrete Blocks: Lyleton 
 
Wakopa 
Flour Mills: Harrison: 1878 - 1887 
Sawmills: Harrison Brothers: 1878  / The Fox Sawmill - 1880 
Cheese Factory: Hettle: 1885 
 
Waskada / Goodlands Area 
 
Lime Kiln: William McGill Poole and Harry Morningstar 
Concrete Block Making 
 
Waubeesh 
 
Flour Mill:  Brondgeest & Hurt:  1882  
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Wakopa, Millford, Souris City, Waubeesh, Gregory’s Mill 
Plum Creek, Old Deloraine, Boissevain, Melita, Deloraine, Hartney, Lauder, 

Napinka 

  



Flour Mills 
 
Introduction 
 
First… a word from wikipedia… 
 
A gristmill (also: grist mill, corn mill, flour mill, feed mill or feedmill) 
grinds cereal grain into flour. The term can refer to either the grinding mechanism or the 
building that holds it. Grist is grain that has been separated from its chaff in preparation 
for grinding. 
 
 
We will use the terms gristmill, grist mill and flour mill interchangeably because all 
three are used in the source material.  

……… 
 
The European settlers of Southwestern Manitoba really were starting from 
scratch. They came to farm, and they already knew that wheat and other grains 
were to be the primary crops. The prairies were opened to agricultural settlement 
for one main purpose – to grow wheat. The problem with that was that it was so 
far to market that there was little profit to be made. 
 
That was okay, they all knew that. Eventually rail lines would cross the land and 
everything would fall into place. 
 
In the meantime, subsistence was a starting point. 
 
Having a flour mill nearby, where one could at least exchange wheat for flour was 
a crucial advantage in making a homestead sustainable until a railway would 
arrive. 

The early mills operated on the millstone process, using water as a power 
source, with steam power being introduced as needed. The development of the 
gradual reduction process, using chilled iron rollers, revolutionized the milling 
industry in the world, and in Manitoba.  By 1890, a roller-process flour mill was 
considered an essential asset for the continued growth of every community, 
serving as a tangible symbol of new-found prosperity and progress.  To increase 
their chances of becoming the service centre for their district, many villages and 
towns offered bonuses to millers to establish plants in their locale. 
 
 
  



The Trip to Gregory’s Mill 
 
This excerpt from a letter to the Manitoba Review by Cartwright pioneer, A.E. 
Steel, takes us through an oft-repeated slice of life in the early days of farming. 
 
Our first grist of wheat was taken to the flour mill at Glenora and a farmer got his 
own wheat ground into flour and got all the flour, bran and shorts that he owned. 
After that we went to Wakopa flour mill owned by Harrison Bros., and again I 
have made a number of trips to the Souris mill. The mill was equipped with the 
Hungarian Patent process and made an excellent grade of flour. Each round trip 
took four long days to go and return with oxen. The mill was kept running day 
and night, and if we were fortunate our gristing was done right away and we 
would be able to start for home without losing any time. The mill was owned by a 
man by the name of Gregory, and anyone that had to stay overnight was 
accommodated at his house. He had plenty of stable room and feed for the 
teams and the charge for man and beast was very reasonable.  
 
I remember Bob Blackwell and myself going with our grists to the Souris mill with 
the oxen and wagon after the freeze-up. The weather was lovely so we travelled 
until quite late the first day and then camped out for the night. We had plenty of 
 with which to keep us warm. The next morning we hitched up early and got to 
Dunlop's for breakfast. (The town, Dunrea, is situated on that place now, or at 
least part of it). The townsite is on part of two farms that were owned by Dunlop 
and Ray so the town was named after the two farmers. 

 

Gregory’s Mill – along the Souris River between Margaret & Wawanesa 

  



Leaving Dunlop's, we entered Lang's Valley and travelled it for a few miles, then 
crossed up the other side and the next valley we entered was the Souris and 
then on across the river to the mill. This time there were a lot of grists ahead of 
us and that meant staying at the mill two nights instead of one. We could get our 
meals at the house but there wasn't sleeping accommodation for all, so a number 
of us slept at the mill above the engine room which was nice and warm.  

We got loaded up and started for home before daylight on Saturday morning and 
travelled a good distance before we stopped to feed our teams. After giving them 
a good feed we got going again. Bob said he intended to stay that night at a 
friend's and he would not resume the journey until Monday morning, but I 
decided to go on home after feeding and resting the oxen. I passed through the 
north end of Killarney late at night, and after a while began to feel sleepy so I 
wrapped a quilt about me and lay between the bags. I knew the oxen would keep 
to the trail so I dropped off to sleep. I don't know how long I slept, but when I 
awoke, I found the oxen both laying down. I got them going again and finally 
reached home before daylight on Sunday morning.  

*Cartwright & District History Committee, Memories Along the Badger Revisited, 
1985   p4 
 
 
The First Mills 
 
In a sense the early mills were services that hoped to become towns. Places like 
Wakopa, Old Deloraine, and Plum Creek had mills very early, years before the 
railway arrived. With the coming of the railway links we saw the creation of more 
lasting towns. Interestingly, the second wave of railway towns, those on the 
second and third branch lines, like Waskada, Medora and Minto didn’t have to 
establish flour mills, or many other industries for that matter. Rail service made it 
easy to access both supplies and markets. 
 
The period from 1881 and 1882, known as the “Manitoba Boom”, saw intense 
speculation in land sale – especially in town lots. Everyone knew that the 
population of rural western Manitoba was going to explode. Towns would be 
built, businesses established, and money would be made. 

The problem was that although some railway surveys had been undertaken, and 
some lines had been planned, no one knew where the stations would be. So 
some enterprising landowners decided that a piece of land they owned might just 
be a good spot for a town. 

Speculating in town lots was a bit like participating in a gold rush. You stake a 
claim and hope it pays. 

Exaggerations and outright lies were the tools of that trade. 



To sell the lots the promoter had to assure prospective buyers that the rail line 
was a sure thing. Another selling point was having a mill. 

 

Winnipeg Times, March 9, 1882 

Dobbyn City was near where Melita would be located. Do any of the claims ring 
true?  Although a few lots were sold, no mill – or anything else was built in 
Dobbyn City. 

 

Winnipeg Daily Sun, Dec 23, 1881 

The claims made in the previous news report could easily have been set to rest 
by checking with any local resident. 



There never was a building of any sort at Moberly, and the “nearest Mill” was 
indeed much closer than Clearwater. The mill at Wakopa in fact, had been up 
and running for some time. 

Wakopa 
 
In 1878 Matthew Harrison built a flour mill in the settlement that would soon 
become Wakopa. It was powered by a water wheel and used grinding stones 
brought from France. George Bennett, freighted those stones from Emerson to 
Wakopa with a team of oxen. These stones are very heavy and are in various 
places. One is in the Cairn at Wakopa and one is in the museum in Boissevain.  

This historic industry was the first in Turtle Mountain municipality.  

In 1881 Bill Harrison joined his brother, and in 1882 another brother George 
came west and joined the company.   

These businesses, along with B.B. LaRiviere’s Store and Stopping House 
established Wakopa as an important place. People came to Wakopa, bringing 
grain to be ground into flour, or to buy lumber at the sawmill. Meals were served 
at the Harrison home, at La Riviere’s, and at Mrs. J. Melville’s boarding house.  
 
Fire destroyed that first mill in 1883.   The Northwest Farmer reported that: 
 
“Williams and Harrison Bros., who ran an extensive grist and saw mill 
business…., at Wakopa, have had the misfortune to lose their mills by fire.  A 
quantity of grain was burned.” 
 
“It is estimated that the loss by the burning of the mills at Wakopa will amount to 
at least $8,000.” 
 

 
 
Winnipeg Daily Sun, April 28, 1884 

In May 1887, The Northwest Farmer reported that. “Wm. Harrison, proprietor of 
the grist mills at Wakopa, Man., will put in roller process machinery.” 
 
The coming of the railway to Killarney and Boissevain doomed this busy centre.  

The mill ceased operation; buildings were taken down or moved away, until other 
than a few basements, the site once more became part of the original landscape.   
 



Later the Harrisons built a gristmill at Holmfield that would serve the area for over 
a century. On the second floor of that historic building one can still see the rough 
cut 2 by 6’s that were sawn at Old Wakopa for the Harrison’s next enterprise.  

A visitor to the Turtle Mountain Flywheel Club Museum in Killarney can see the 
machinery from the original Wakopa gristmill on display. 
 
 
Millford 
 
Major R.Z. Rogers from Grafton, Ontario happened to have a brother-in-law, Mr. 
E.C. Caddy who was to lead a team of Dominion Surveyors to southwestern 
Manitoba in 1879.  He asked him to keep an eye out for a site for a sawmill and 
gristmill.  His dream was to start a new community and to profit from the next 
wave of expansion to the west. 
 
His plan to capitalize on the location and establish Millford as a trading centre for 
the region was underway quickly.  His gristmill, which was once described as a 
“small portable” one, was up and running, and farmers were hauling their grain to 
him. He needed storage near the river but high water carried it away in 1881.  He 
rebuilt and in 1882 again lost it and its considerable contents down the river. 
 

 
 

Millford as it looked in about 1883. 
 



 
 

The Millford region. 
 

 
Gregory’s Mill 
 
The story of John Gregory’s mill is noteworthy for several reasons.  It was the 
most important mill south of the Souris River for over a decade and it was the 
most substantial industrial investment seen in the pre-railroad era in Westman. It 
was the most ambitious attempt to harness the waterpower of the Souris River 
for industrial purposes. 
 
Fortunately, enough evidence of the site remains for one to visualize the whole 
operation. And we have a few photos. 
 

 
 

Gregory’s Mill  (Photo scanned from “The Prairie W.A.S.P.) 



The story begins in 1882 when Mr. Gregory, from Wingham, Ontario, came to 
Manitoba and began scouting locations for a mill site. He found spot that he 
considered ideal, in that it was good place to harness the waterpower potential of 
the Souris River, and the area was already producing wheat. In 1883 he took title 
and settled on a farm that straddled the river about eight kilometres upstream 
from were it now passes under Highway #2 near Wawanesa. He built a mud dam 
to back the water up to ensure a steady flow, erected an impressive stone mill 
building, set up the necessary equipment and opened for business. At that time 
he was 40 kilometres from the rail line but he hoped that it would come to him. 
The first dam had a head of eight feet of water, and the mill building was said to 
have the “most improved machinery” and a capacity of 75 barrels per day. 
 
In the mid 1880’s Gregory added a steam engine and other upgrades and 
business was booming. The Riverside Municipality remitted Gregory’s taxes in 
some of those years. This is something municipalities did as a way of supporting 
needed services. 
   
Also in 1886, rumours persisted that a rail line might cross the valley near the mill 
as Mr. Nichol of nearby Souris City encountered a railway engineer exploring at 
potential crossing near the mill site.  
 
The Riverside History reports that the mill offered the latest in technology and 
that: 
 
“Customers had come to Gregory's Mill from all directions, some as far south as 
the U.S. border. The flour, of superior quality, milled by the "Hungarian Patent 
Process," was drawn to Brandon by mule team and horse teams, made three 
trips a week to the flour in a warehouse until a carload was gathered, to ship east 
by rail. On the return trip, they brought back provisions needed at the 
mill.”  Riverside Heritage, 1996, 253 
 

 

 
 
 

Warren Upham's 1890 map of the Lake 
Agassiz is a rare map from the era 
showing the Gregory’s Mill location. 
Note that the main communities are 
Millford, Souris City and Langvale.  

Scanned from The Historical Atlas of 
Manitoba 

 

 
 



Expansion & Competition 
 
In about 1888 he began a considerable expansion. A higher dam was 
constructed about a kilometre upstream. The first attempt was cut short when 
high water “carried away a piece of the west bank" but the work was completed 
and certainly must have been the foremost feat of engineering in rural Westman 
at the time. A report in the Brandon Sun described it thus: 
 
“The dam, is 600 feet long, 160 feet wide at its base and 29 feet at the top, is 30 
feet high from the bed of the river, and is composed entirely of trees, brush, 
boulders gravel and earth, intermixed, forming an impenetrable mass, capable of 
resisting almost any pressure. Behind the dam there is now a body of water with 
a head of 28 feet, covering 5000 acres, and extending for 6 miles to the south. 
The race is 4000 feet long and from 6 to 18 feet; much of the material taken from 
this was used on the dam.”  Brandon Sun Weekly, 10/12/91 
 
There was a moderately sharp bend across which he could construct a “millrace” 
or channel to direct the flow to the mill. That millrace is still visible today and must 
be seen to be appreciated. One has to marvel at the engineering, and just sheer 
work, that must have been required.  What equipment would they have to move 
that amount of earth?  Where would they get such equipment - before the 
municipalities had even begun to plan the grid of gravel roads that were to 
appear with the advent of the automobile?  Some stretches are gouged out of the 
hillside, while in other places the sides are built up like dikes.    
 

 
 

The mill race, a 1000 metre long ditch built to divert water from the Souris River 
to the mill wheel. 120 years after it was abandoned the mill race is quite visible 

today, even from Google Earth! 
 

The cost was 15000 dollars, an amazing amount of money for a local enterprise, 
but Mr. Gregory projected that he now had enough water backed up to allow for 



three month of operation during times of low water flow, and could boost his 
capacity to 125 barrel per day in the winter.  
    
But this expansion came just as there was bad news on the railway front! 
 
The End of an Era 
 
By 1889 not one, but two railways were about to cross the district.  One was 
angling up from Morris to Brandon, and destined to cross the Souris River at 
Wawanesa while the existing line from Winnipeg to Glenboro was finally to be 
extended to Souris.  
 

 
 

The region had two rail lines by 1891. The siding at Elliott's was the closest 
railway link for Mr. Gregory's flour, about eight kilometres away. 

 

 
 

The mill was towards the bottom right corner of the picture and 10 metres up the 
bank. I believe that the first dam was here – likely designed to direct the flow to 

the right bank. 
 



The mill was obviously thriving in 1891 when we see a report from Belmont 
where they were “agitating for a good grist mill” noting that “almost every 
day” teams passed through on their way to Gregory’s, which was 40 kilometres 
away.  Despite the fact that a closer rail line would have provided better access 
to export markets, the mill was providing a valuable service to locals who 
continued to patronize it. 
 
In 1892 a notice by the Oakland council appeared in the Sun advising that there 
would be a vote on a bylaw to “grant a bonus of $1000 to John Gregory’s mill”.    
 
The article notes that: 
 
“Mr. Gregory intends increasing capacity to…250 barrel during the next year if he 
succeeds in getting better shipping facilities. At present he is five miles from the 
nearest railway station, but he is confident that he will be able to overcome that 
difficulty before long.”  
 
Well that “difficulty” never was overcome. The site of the Gregory’s Mill, today, as 
it was then, is still eight kilometres from what is now an abandoned rail line. 
 
As it turned out it likely wasn’t the lack of access to the export market that sealed 
the fate of Gregory’s Mill.  It was the establishment of mills in the new population 
centres that sprang up along the new railways that spelled the end. 
 
For example, Glenboro got its mill in 1994.  At Holmfield to the south, a mill was 
soon serving the Killarney and Boissevain district. Wawanesa offered a bonus 
get one started in that new village. 
 
There were no notices in the media of the day regarding the closing of the mill. 
Reference to it just ceased to appear, in much the same way that references to 
the abandoned towns of the settlement era just disappeared. Instead, what we 
learn from the newspapers is that mills were springing up elsewhere. And so was 
Mr. Gregory. 
 
By 1895 both Nesbitt and Wawanesa were interested in having him relocate to 
their towns. Later that summer he was hospitalized for a problem with his foot, 
which eventually led to amputation, and June 21 of the following year he died.  
 
When John Gregory bought his riverside property and started his operation he 
must have been a wealthy man.  He is said to have died broke, having lost a 
hundred thousand dollars.   
 
The sight is now difficult to find.  Trees have surrounded what is left of the 
foundation making it virtually invisible to a passer-by on the river. The large stone 
that once served as a doorstep for the mill now rests in the Minnewawa 
Cemetery near the junction of Highways Two and Ten.  A huge gear from the mill 



itself is in on display at the Sipiweski Museum in Wawanesa, and a few other 
scattered remnants of the machinery have found their way into private 
collections.    
 
Plum Creek and Souris 
 
The story of the mill at Souris is another example of a flour mill being the catalyst 
for the growth of a town.  Long before the town of Souris got its long – promised 
branch line, it was a prospering village.  
 
In 1880 William Henry Sowden, Thomas Gillespie Kells and John Nesbitt 
Kirchhoffer, members of the Millbrook Colonization Syndicate, acquired the 
property on Plum Creek near where it enters the Souris River.  They did this 
because of its suitability for a mill site.  The mill would justify the establishment of 
a settlement at what is now the thriving town of Souris.   
 
During the spring of this year, fourteen men were employed building a dam at the 
proposed Mill site on Plum Creek. The first house in Souris was built to 
accommodate the men who built the first mill dam. G. McCulloch and William 
Herriot were co-owners of the mill.   
 
At one time grain was hauled from as far away as Estevan to the mill. The 
flywheel from that mill still runs in the museum at Austin, Manitoba  
 
The building was completed by December of 1882, the machinery installed in 
February of 1883, and their enterprise in operation cleaning seed for the settlers 
of a wide area by the spring of 1883.  
 
In 1898, McCulloch and Herriot had become so successful at milling that they 
opened Western Canada's largest flour mill. They shipped three brands of flour, 
independently, to eastern Canada and overseas: Ladies' Choice, Prairie Lily and 
Strong Bakers.  
 
In 1903 world markets recognized the quality. Wheat became the economic 
driver of the prairies. "Prairie Lily" flour produced by the McCulloch and Heriot 
Mill was exported to Europe, was significant not only locally but also on the world 
market.   
 
 



 
 

The Souris, with the mill prominent in the centre.  Photo available in the Prairie 
Towns Collection. 

 

 
 

The boilers from the McCulloch and Heriot Mill, at the Manitoba Agricultural 
Museum in Austin Mb. 

 
 
  



Souris City 
 
At its birth, Souris City, located just south of the Highway #2 bridge near 
Wawanesa, was one of many speculative “cities” that came with the Manitoba 
Land Boom of 1881-82.   
 

 
 

Winnipeg Daily Sun, Jan. 26, 1882 
 
The survey plan, which was ambitious even for these times of wild speculation, 
included parts of to sections of land and planned lots on both sides of the river. 
but the actual settlement was in the southwest corner of that deep loop in the 
river, and at its best was a somewhat scattered village with its buildings strung 
out along the river bank.  
 



 
 

The Souris City plans, as registered in 1881. 
 
The gristmill, which was steam powered, was located along the river on the east 
side of the flats. Local farmers had been hauling grain to Millford for this purpose, 
and for farmers to the southeast the trip to Souris City was shorter and over an 
easier trail.  
 
The mill may not have operated for long after it faced competition from Gregory’s 
more extensive operation, just upstream.  The town, however, is mentioned often 
in early newspaper reports, being on a well-used trail south from Brandon and 
Millford, and the site of a ferry crossing and later a bridge. 
 
When Northern and Pacific Railway completed their new line from Morris to 
Brandon, they decided to cross the river a few miles downstream.  The new town 
of Wawanesa came into being without a great deal of fanfare.  Home and 
business owners wasted no time. During the winter of 1890 most of the buildings 
were put on skids and dragged them to the new town of Wawanesa 
 



 
 

On this map from 1892 Souris City has disappeared and Wawanesa is well-
established. 

 
 
Waubeesh 
 
Another casualty of the Manitoba Boom was the settlement of Waubeesh, west 
of Boissevain. Settlers had big plans. A gristmill, whose wheel was to be turned 
by the water from Waubeesh Creek, was built by Robert John Hurt, and a huge 
celebration was held at its completion. Local histories tell us that, for unknown 
reasons the mill never ground a kernel of grain.  A special edition of Northwest 
Farmer from 1883 indicates that:  
 
“The new grist mill at Waubeesh, Turtle Mountain, owned by Messrs. Brondgeest 
& Hurt, started up on the 19th of March, and is now in full operation.  The mill 
structure in 36 x 64 feet, two storeys high, two run of stones, and is run by a 
twenty horse power engine.” (S: Nwfmm, Special Ed., 1883, p.20.) 
 
As often happened, especially in the era of the Manitoba Boom, the press tended 
to relate positive settlement stories, while lacking the resources, and sometimes 
the inclination, to fact check.  
 
We know for sure that the mill didn’t last long. This newspaper ad for the sale of 
the Waubeesh site lists the mill as one of the assets. 
 



 
 

Brandon Sun, Oct. 16, 1884 
 

Perhaps the progress in nearby Wakopa stifled the prospects of Waubeesh or 
the attention of speculators was turned towards the competing “Boom Town” of 
Turtle Mountain City, only a few kilometres away. 
 
  



Old Deloraine 
   
In 1880, when the government decided to place a Land Titles Office along the 
Boundary Commission Trail in the Turtle Mountain district, it put the new village 
of Deloraine on the map. Settlers seeking homestead in a huge area we might 
now call Southwestern Manitoba had to travel there to get title to their new 
homes. 
 
A village quickly grew, and as was common with all new settlements, farmers 
soon wanted a mill. In November 1882 brothers William and Thomas Sheppard 
built one along Turtlehead Creek adjacent to the village.   
 
This enterprise supplied the flour and feed needs of both local and North Dakota 
residents. 
 

 
 

The region in 1884, with Postal and Stage routes. 
 

In 1887, when the arrival of the CPR Branch line created a “new” Deloraine, 
moving the mill wasn’t viable and much of the machinery went to on to a new life 
in Boissevain. The old-style mill stone still rests in a nearby field. 
 



 
 

The mill at Deloraine makes the news. Brandon Daily Sun, March 6, 1884 
	
  



Railway Towns 
 
Boissevain 
 
A Town Needs A Mill  
 
The story of milling in Boissevain begins shortly after the town was established 
as an important commercial centre.   
 
In 1889 Preston and McKay built a substantial structure of local sandstone on the 
west side of Mill Road just south of the CPR track. It housed the latest in mill 
technology; steel rollers rather than the large millstones, and a steam engine, 
which replaced reliance on waterpower.  
 

 
 

The Preston / McKay Mill 1889 - 1902. 
 
Through the frequent downturns of the agricultural economy, a farmer could now 
at least use a portion of his crop to help feed his family by converting wheat to 
flour. The mill kept a share of the grist and no money needed to change hands.  
The mill was soon also exporting flour. In 1894 four carloads were sent to 
Liverpool, England, and total production was 400 sacks per day.  
 
The First Fire  
 
In 1902, when the operation was consumed by fire there was no hesitation. By 
May of 1905 the Turtle Mountain Milling Co. Ltd., a consortium of local 
businessmen, had purchased the site and was beginning to erect a new building. 
By March of 1906, the new mill was in operation. This one had an electric 
generating plant, which also supplied the first electricity for a few businesses and 
the town’s street lights.  
 



 
 

Turtle Mountain Milling Co. Boissevain: 1906 – 1925. 
 
But changes in commerce and transportation began to take effect, and after a 
few years, business declined. The mill had ceased operations when the onset of 
World War I revived it. 
 
Flour was urgently required for the war effort and a retired miller, George Dow, 
soon had the mill up and running again – with its entire production of 600 bags 
per day being shipped overseas. This wartime use of Boissevain flour created a 
peacetime market and after 1918 most of the flour still went to England, 
Scotland, and Holland.  
 
The reprieve was short-lived however, and by the 1920’s a network of roads was 
creating even stronger connections to urban centres. The second mill was still 
thriving when fire struck it down, but the writing was on the wall.  
 
  



Natural Foods 
 
Miller George Dow may have anticipated today’s concern with the additives and 
methods employed in modern food processing. He was an early advocate for 
unbleached flour, believing that the bleaching process was harmful in that it 
removed the wheat germ oil. Although there was a strong demand for bleached 
flour locally, the government required that all flour for overseas should be 
unbleached. Several chemicals used for bleaching have now been banned by the 
government as dangerous to our health.  
 
The Boissevain Roller Mills Building 
 
The main building is 30x40, 50 ft. high from the basement, built of stone, with cut 
stone corners, arches and sills.  The engine room is also of stone, 20x30, 
finished off in the same manner as the main building.  Both buildings are roofed 
with tin.  The building cost over $5,000, and is said to be one of the finest mill 
buildings in Manitoba.   
 
The basement of the mill is 11ft. high, and is excavated about three feet, the 
other eight is above ground.  It is largely used for bran, flour and wheat storage 
and contains the boots of the elevators, the line shafting for driving the rolls, and 
scouring machine.   
 
The grinding floor, also 11 ft. high, contains five double sets of Allis rolls 9x24 
and 9x30, a wheat separator, power packer, chop roll and scales.  Next is the 
purifier floor, on which are their Smith purifiers, one Richmond shorts duster, two 
gravity scalpers and three cyclone dust collectors.  The wheat and flour bins are 
on this floor, the stone walls being lined with ceiling to protect the wheat from 
frost and damp.  The next floor, called the rolling floor, 18 ft. high, contains ten 
No. 1 George T. Smith Centrifugal Reels and Inter. Elevator bolts, one Eureka 
Horizontal Scourer, the elevator line and heads, etc….   
 
A Brown automatic cut off engine runs the 125 barrel mill without a tremor or jar. 
 
From--- S.Kerry M. Abel, Morton-Boissevain Planning District Heritage Report, 
District Planning Study, November 1984, HRB, pp. 121-129, with sources. 
 
 
 
  



Melita 
 
European agricultural settlement in Manitoba’s extreme southwest corner 
followed the pattern well established as newcomers moved westward from 
Winnipeg. People came, post offices were established, and they all waited for a 
railway to enter the district.  Villages and speculative towns appeared, but none 
of them decided to build a grist mill.  
 
Why? 
 
It is possible that they had looked at the experiences in Wakopa, and Deloraine 
and decided to just wait? 
 
In the meantime they would make the long trek to (Old) Deloraine.  

It wasn’t until the railway arrived and Melita was placed alongside the new line 
that the first annual meeting of the Melita Milling Co. was held on January 26, 
1892. 

The building was 36' x 48' in size and was four stories high. The engine house, 
also 36' x 48' was a solid structure to be lighted with electricity and fitted with all 
modern conveniences.  

 

The Melita Mill 

By 1900 the mill adopted a 24 hour system for a time at least. Mr. Powell 
engaged a night miller. T. Bulloch & Son built on an addition to the mill, as flour 
storage, (24 x 48 ft) to hold sixteen carloads of flour.  

In 1903 the entire plant was sold to Lamont and McDonald. The demand for 
Melita flour was great and the mill running day and night the year around.  

The enterprise saw the same ownership changes and problems that other mills 



faced, and various efforts to upgrade it and keep it operational. 

In 1913 the mill was thoroughly overhauled. The property was taken over by a 
local stock company, the capital being subscribed by townspeople and farmers in 
the district. This was typical of effort in other communities.  Inevitably the mill was 
shut down but in this case the infrastructure continued to be used electric power 
generation  

Deloraine 
 
The lack of an adequate water supply at the new site stalled efforts to move 
Sheppard’s mill from “Old” Deloraine to the new village.  The first settlements 
were located near water – they had to be. But the railway companies made their 
decisions based on efficiency and cost of building the line.   
 

 
 

The new town of Deloraine’s first mill. 
 
An inquiry was received in November 1895 from the Ontario Milling and 
Manufacturing Company of Ottawa for a suitable mill site along the railway. 
 
Mr. Hughes from Leeds County, Ontario arrived in Deloraine to oversee the 
construction of a 42-foot, three-storey high building by W.H. Cameron. The 
business was not a success and the mill functioned intermittently. It seemed 
unreasonable to residents that “after putting up a bonus, farmers should have to 
drive to Boissevain or elsewhere to get gristing done as they have been doing all 
summer.” 
 



The municipal council believed that they had spent enough on this disappointing 
venture and refused to pay the Ontario Milling Company their bonus in 1898.  
The mill ceased operations in February 1901. 
 
Then, as now, the idea of offering incentives and tax exemptions, to attract 
businesses doesn’t always work as planned. The first mill never really became 
viable, but town fathers didn’t give up hope.   
 
The Ontario Milling Company, as an absentee landlord, had never made the 
capital investments necessary to sustain it as a viable operation.  The chronic 
water supply problem, which plagued the entire town of Deloraine, placed an 
extra strain on the mill operation.  The Deloraine Board of Trade admitted that 
any plans for a new mill had to include financing to provide a water supply. 
The mill was dismantled and local citizens, led by the Board of Trade and the 
Farmers Elevator Company, began making plans for the construction of a more 
reliable flour mill at Deloraine.   
 

 

The second mill 

In 1907 The Deloraine Milling Co. Pres. was formed. A committee was arranged 
to ask the Town Council for an exemption from taxes.  

The formation of a joint stock company was an attractive alternative to the bonus 
method used previously.  Now the local investors had direct control over the 
operation of the firm and avoided a reliance on an unknown independent 
operator who might ignore local needs. 
 
The flour mill, warehouse and power plant were completed in November 1908.  
The Deloraine Town Council passed a by-law granting the mill a five-year tax 
exemption. 



 
The Deloraine Milling Company began advertising in early December for good 
milling wheat, grades No. 2-5 Northern.  A year later the mill was providing same 
day service and offering its own brand of flour, “Deloraine’s Best, made from No. 
1 Northern, at $2.75 per sack.”  This flour was described as, “unbleached and 
unexcelled, a strong glutinous patent flour.” 
 
Despite patronage from the local market, making a profit was difficult. The mill 
operated only intermittently during 1909, but still showed a $500 profit.  In 1910, 
the mill expanded, introducing its flour for sale in local stores and managing to 
turn a net profit of $27 dollars during that year.  By spring 1913, carloads of flour 
were being shipped to other southern Manitoba towns, such as Lyleton and 
Crystal City. That fall the mill finally cleared its financial liabilities, and for the first 
time stockholders were issued stock certificates, an indication that the enterprise 
had finally achieved financial stability.    
 
In fall 1914 the mill was shipping Gold Nugget Flour, not only to the local market 
but also to the Belgian Relief Fund. The mills’ business boomed during World 
War I due to demands for flour in war-ravaged Europe.  However, shortly after 
the war, the mill struggled to compete with the emerging corporate flour mills who 
were rapidly taking over the local and regional markets.  Companies such as 
Ogilvies and Lake of the Woods could produce and market their products more 
cheaply than locally-produced flour, thus putting less cost efficient local mills out 
of business. 
 
The mill was not reopened until 1930, when the deepening Depression created a 
demand for custom milling from farmers who could no longer afford the fine 
varieties sold in local grocery stores.  In that year W.H. Clendenning, whose 
father had earlier operated a successful mill at Carman, was hired to manage the 
enterprise, renamed “Turtle Mountain Mill.”  Soon the mill was producing and 
marketing Gold Nugget whole wheat flour. In 1938, Clendenning purchased the 
business from the utilities company who surrendered its electrical contract as 
well, to Manitoba Hydro in 1940.  The timing proved opportune:  the outbreak of 
World War II soon created a world-wide flour shortage.  During the war and in the 
years immediately following, Deloraine flour was shipped to England, China and 
Italy.  In 1947, the company had eight overseas contracts, shipping, through an 
export broker, flour in 25-car lots of 1000 bags each.  This required the mill to 
operate 24 hours a day. 
 
These lucrative contracts came to an end in 1950 when the Canadian Wheat 
Board, under lobbying pressure from the corporate milling concerns, refused to 
supply wheat for milling purposes to the small milling firms. This policy effectively 
drove most small milling firms out of business.  Clendemning sold his company to 
Squire Seeds of Bottineau, North Dakota, in spring of 1951.  
 



The flour milling industry had once been the most important regional 
manufacturing business in Manitoba, but that was changing. Improved 
transportation links, competition from large national companies, and changing 
consumer habits were taking their toll on local businesses in general. Small-town 
mills were one of the casualties. The closure was a serious blow to the local 
economy. 
  
  



Hartney 
 
Hammond and Leckie, who operated a successful lumber yard and grain elevator 
in Hartney, entered the flour milling business. A substantial structure was 
erected, machinery installed and by 1894 it was in full operation. Coal from 
Estevan and water drawn by tank from the river, provided the steam power.  

In 1896 the company secured the services of James Innes as miller. A pipeline to 
the river made the supply of water more easily obtainable. The mill produced 
high grade flour and was a boon to the community. It purchased wheat locally as 
well as shipments from other areas. It attracted workers who made their homes 
in town and contributed to its life.  

1n 1902 Innes and Frank Hill purchased the mill. They developed an overseas 
market for their flour and in 1905 were selling their product as far away as Britain. 

Through James Innes' efforts a marketing agency was established for nineteen of 
Manitoba's mills, which became "The Canadian Consolidated Flour Mills". Mr. 
Innes went to Glasgow to promote sales. Business prospects were bright.  

 

Photo from the Grassland Collection 

All went well until 1907, when a Chicago grain merchant cornered the market. 
The western grain firms, including the Hartney Milling Co., had bought grain for 
delivery and found themselves short of funds to cover the purchases. The Union 
Bank, alarmed, gave Innes a few hours to payoff his grain loans. He had grain in 
storage but could neither sell the grain nor raise the necessary funds. The Bank 
seized the mill. It was closed in September, while the Hartney Board of Trade 



tried desperately and fruitlessly to find a solution and get the mill back in 
operation.  

They formed a Joint Stock Company to buy the mill from the Union Bank with a 
provisional Board providing funds. By May 1908 the "Hartney Flour Milling 
Company" was formed. Representatives were sent to Winnipeg to offer the Union 
Bank $15,000 for the mill property and secure someone to operate the mill who 
would, himself, be willing to invest in the company. The Bank asked $18,000, the 
directors had only $15,000. No agreement could be made. The company then 
offered to rent the mill property from the Bank and hire a manager to operate it. 
The Bank refused to rent and the mill remained closed. James Innes found a 
position with another milling company and when, in 1912, no progress was 
made, he sold his home and moved his family to Brandon. Later the milling 
machinery was sold; the building torn down, leaving no trace in the town of the 
activity that held so much hope at the century's beginning.  

Napinka 
 
In 1892 the booming town of Napinka offered a $5000 bonus to start a mill. 
Someone took the offer, built the mill then skipped town.  (Brandon Sun April 26, 
1975) 
 

 
 

While we have little information about the Roblin & Armitage mill in Napinka, we do have 
this photo from Bridging Brenda.  



 
   
Lauder 
 
The village of Lauder was created in 1891 when the CPR Souris branch was 
extended from Souris to Melita. In May of 1892 a meeting of ratepayers took 
place to vote on the issue of bonds to raise money to assist the establishment of 
a mill. In 1893 an agreement was signed between the Municipality of Winchester 
and Giddens and Campbell of the London Engine Supply Company. This 
agreement called for a fifty-barrel mill that was to run full time and be operational 
by September 15, 1893.  
 
By mid September the second story was up but did not progress as fast as 
planned. It was in operation part of the time in December but was having trouble 
getting enough water for the steam engine. The mill was not fully completed until 
January 1894. 
 
 On April 6, 1894 another new agreement was entered into and the next day a 
mortgage was given to Council on the mill and running machinery. The mill was 
to be kept running at Lauder for five years from January 1, 1894 and to be kept in 
operation 10 months of each year.  
 
There were management and ownership problems that seemed to plague some 
rural milling operations 
 
In  1895 Messrs. Morrison and Reid of Brandon bought the mill and were keeping 
it running almost day and night. They installed a new engine in 1896 and 
everything appeared to go smoothly until some time in 1897. In 1898 the owners 
simply left town without notice.  
 
In 1899 several carloads of machinery from the mill left Lauder enroute to 
Headingly where the mill was to be re-erected.  
 
The mill site came up for tax sale a bit later.  
 
  



Conclusions 
 
Even though many settlers had milling experience, and there was a definite need 
for the service, they weren’t prepared for the seasonal nature of prairie rivers and 
soon learned that water power wasn’t reliably available. Thus it was more costly 
here than in the east, and making a profit was more difficult. 
 
 
By 1900, in Manitoba, there had been over 100 attempts, successful or 
otherwise, to establish flour mills, with nearly every emerging city, town, village, 
or hamlet trying to attract a miller, and with his enterprise, stimulate local 
development.  Between 1882-90 there were at least 32 bonus offers accepted in 
Manitoba.    
 
A flour mill with a daily capacity of two hundred and fifty barrels incurred basically 
the same production costs as one that produced two thousand barrels per day.  
On the other hand, the large mills were able to sell flour at a lower rate than the 
independents because their similar costs of production could be divided over 
greater sales of flour, thus resulting in a lower price. 
   
Small flour mills not only had to contend with an unfavourable competitive 
position, but also experienced the negative consequences of an ever shrinking 
local market for their flour.  Over the course of the twentieth century, Manitoba’s 
rural population base began to decline; rural residents migrated to urban centres.  
 
The development of a more efficient transportation network of railways and 
highways no longer made it necessary for every hamlet, village, or town to 
possess a flour mill.  Mills strategically located on principle transportation links 
stood a better chance of survival.  Mills located on accessible transportation 
networks, with the ability to produce fine quality flour, complimented by a loyal 
consumer demand for the product, were able to survive longer than others. 
 
Only a few flour mills in the southwest corner survived after the First World War, 
and only Deloraine’s mill was around to profit from the expanded market offered 
by WW2. But for a time, they were vital part of the small town economy and an 
important service to the people. 
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Sawmills 
 
After trekking half way across a continent in crowded lake boats, slow river boats, 
poorly appointed trains; after finishing the journey in ox carts, open wagons, or 
even on foot; the thought of building your first home on the prairie must have 
been appealing to say the least. If the recent stretch of your long journey took 
you through the thriving town of Emerson or the well-populated city of Winnipeg, 
both appearing to have been visited by civilization, you might have some 
expectations that your new home might be similar to the ones you stopped in 
along the journey. 
 
Welcome to the prairies. 
 
There was a reason that so many homesteaders began their farming life in a sod 
hut. The scarcity of trees meant that the open prairie was easy convert into 
productive cropland. The downside was it was a long way even to get firewood, 
let alone building materials.  

Even if you could afford a nice frame home, perhaps forgoing the picket fence, 
the building materials were hard to come by. This new country didn’t seem to 
have lumberyards. And shipping lumber was expensive and time-consuming. 
  
The Turtle Mountain area was a bit of an exception in that there were well-
wooded spots. That allowed early settlers in that vicinity the option of using 
locally sourced wood. 
 
If there was timber nearby, one of the first businesses set up in those pre-railroad 
settlements was a sawmill. 
 
The era of locally milled lumber in the southwest corner was short, as rail service 
allowed for an easily accessible supply of milled lumber in most areas. Some 
local sawmills continued to make use of Turtle Mountain timber for rough lumber, 
even after most building materials were shipped from elsewhere. 

Wakopa  

There are, or were, two Wakopas. Many people refer to the first one as Old 
Wakopa. 
 
In 1878 surveyors and travellers already venturing westward and soon there 
would be to a steady stream of homesteaders. There would be many of them and 
they would need supplies. Wakopa became the first village in the region. It was 
home to the first sawmill. 
 
The Harrison Brothers and Mr. Williams built a sawmill in Wakopa in 1878 or 79. 
It was on the banks of Long River, where a dam was constructed to make use 



water power. Soon the first sod and log homes gave way to buildings of milled 
lumber. The first frame house in the Turtle Mountain area was built in 1880. It 
operated for only a short time, but it was an important service and helped make 
Wakopa an important village. 
 
The Fox Sawmill 

In 1880 the Fox family came to the Turtle Mountain area. Thomas, and his oldest 
son Alfred, set up a sawmill two miles northeast of Lake Max. People came from 
many miles around to use the lumber that was produced from this mill.  

In 1881 Tom decided to take a homestead nearby and settled (on 10-2-19) in the 
Adelpha area. 

In 1884 Tom moved his sawmill west where it was used to cut lumber for the 
growing CPR. The mill was dismantled and hauled to Brandon where it was 
shipped to Calgary. Tom went along with his mill while his family stayed behind 
and his son Frank took over the homestead.   

Private Operations 

It was not uncommon for a farmer to own a small portable mill. Such operations 
continue to this day. In the Mountainside area, Sam Smith had a steam sawmill 
operating In the fall of 1882. 

Mr. Morton's Sawmill   (The Max Lake / McKinney / Conroy Sawmill.) 

The Max Lake Sawmill was built in 1882 on Lake Max by George Morton. He 
needed wood for housing for those involved in his dairy operation.  
The mill was set up and managed by the Kirkwood brothers, Alexander, Jim and 
Bill. They brought the machinery from Ontario. When they got to Brandon they 
realized that a part was missing, so Mr. Morton returned to Ontario to fetch it.  

The mill sat on the northern end of the lake, just west of a stream that flowed into 
the lake from a slough a couple hundred metres back from the shore. Cut logs 
were dumped into this slough. Afterwards, they were sent down a man-made 
channel to the lake where they were chained at the entrance to the lake from the 
stream. They were held here until there was room in the mill for them to be cut. 
The mill's boiler stack was guyed up to a majestic oak tree by a long bolt that 
went straight through the tree. 

There are stories of men from all over going to the mill to get wood, men willing 
to go through days of travel and fighting a battle with the furiously cold weather. 
There was a bunkhouse where they could stay at night with a fireplace in the 
middle to keep it warm.  



 

The sawmill on the edge of north shore of Lake Max, while it was owned by Mr. Morton. 
 
The machinery included a planer and shingle-mill.   

In about 1910 Harvey sold the sawmill to Fred McKinney, who moved it from 
Lake Max two miles north to his property. They used the mill to do a limited 
amount of custom sawing until the timber reserve was opened up again in 1930. 
Bill Eaket soon joined in the operation, lending the use of his gas-powered tractor 
to run the mill. 

Everything except for the actual sawing of the lumber was up to the customer to 
do. Trees were felled (by hand), trimmed and hauled (by horse) to the mill where 
they were sawed. The cost of this service was $10 to $12 per 1000 board feet. 

The sawmill generated mounds of sawdust, which was put to use by the 
Municipality of Morton during the early 1930s. After being hauled to town the 
sawdust was mixed with arsenic and molasses and churned in a small cement 
mixer. This mixture was then spread along the road allowances to kill 
grasshoppers. 

In 1938 Bill Eaket dropped out of the operation and Bill and Doug took over the 
business from their father. They ran the mill for an additional 25 years. During 
this time they were mostly sawing for local farmers who needed lumber to 
construct buildings, corrals and hay shelters. 

In 1968 operation of the mill and Tom Conroy purchased the mill in 1971 and 
operated it as a hobby and side business. He did a limited amount of custom 
sawing. In 1981 the sawmill saw its 100th year of operation. The original 



machinery rests on his property as of 2020, now nearly 140 years old, except for 
the for the blade which was replaced after a fire destroyed the original in 1896. 

From “Beckoning Hills” we note that;” There were other mills located in the bush; 
Fox had one and Smith Bros. another; also Bolton. “ Except for the Fox sawmill 
these were short lived, perhaps small operations. 
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Cheese Factories 
 
In the same way that grist mills or flour mills were an obvious way to convert local 
product into food, butter and cheese factories were an early attempt to process 
milk locally. Several of these were small operations focusing on the local market. 
 
The Morton Dairy 
 
The most notable effort, however, was much more than that. George Morton was 
dreaming big when he purchased a large tract of land north of Whitewater Lake. 
He had his eye on a national market. 
 
He came with the right experience. He had earned the title Cheese King of 
Canada while working as a cheese factory owner in Kingston, Ontario.  
 
When he came to the Turtle Mountain area in 1878 he saw the potential for 
large-scale cheese production in this the rich hay land that borders the shoreline 
of the lake.  
 
He persuaded businessmen in Kingston to invest in the Morton Dairy Farm 
Company and received (via his business connections with John A. MacDonald) 
the right to purchase 72 square miles (184 kms2) of land along Whitewater Lake. 
He also received a confirmation from the CPR that a railway would be built 
through his land.  
 
Each settler involved in the venture occupied one-quarter section of land with a 
small herd of dairy cattle supplied by the company. Morton set up the Lake Max 
Sawmill already to supply lumber for his settlers, and he laid out a townsite on 
the northwest corner of Whitewater Lake to become a business centre and 
community base. It seemed that everything was in readiness and the venture 
was destined for success.  
 
There were two problems. He wasn’t the only investor to have made plans on the 
basis of the promise of a rail connection. The railway wasn't built past Whitewater 
Lake until 1886, and then farther south than Morton had been told, missing his 
land by a few miles.  
 
And then there was the weather.  Raising cattle through the vicious winter was 
trickier than expected. During the summer of 1882, dairy colonists brought 1,000 
head of cattle from Emerson and Brandon and built corrals walled with tightly 
packed swamp hay, open to the sky. During the winter, instead of being let out to 
generate heat by movement, the cows were tightly packed in their corrals. As the 
sub-zero temperatures and storms of a prairie winter set in, hundreds of cows 
froze where they stood. Such a heavy loss ended the cheese project, but Morton 
had not lost faith in the agricultural potential of the area. He pressed on with his 



other enterprises and is now recognized, of course, as the founding father of 
Boissevain – Morton. 
 

 
 
Wakopa 
 
A more modest attempt to process milk into a value-added form was also short-
lived. 
 
John Hettle came from Ontario. After starting a successful farming operation he 
formed a company in 1885 with T. A. Sharpe and the Young brothers to operate 
a steam-powered butter and cheese factory on Sharpe's Creek near Wakopa. 
HettIe brought the dairy herd from Ontario. Later the herd had to be destroyed 
because of disease and the factory was dismantled.  
 
  



Lauder 
 
In 1895 the farmers of the Lauder area met to discuss the idea of a cheese 
factory. June 1 was set for the start of operations. The factory was located just 
east of the village.  
 
Hobert Sibald was paying daily visits to the farmers for milk in June of 1895  
The milk was gathered large barrels and the whey returned to the farmers for 
feeding pigs. Henderson Directory 1897 lists W. Brigden as manager. The factory 
became a Saturday night gathering place for locals and several others who sat 
around eating cheese and soda biscuits and discussing the events of the  
week. It did not last for any great period of time probably not more than a year, In 
any case, it was gone by the summer of 1897.  
 
Deloraine 
 
Not much is known about the Deloraine Cheese Factory, but an item in the local 
paper in 1894 notes that: “5100 lbs. of milk were received at Deloraine Cheese 
factory on one day. Deloraine cheese was shown at the Winnipeg fair.” 
 
It would appear that cheese making, which appeared to be a logical way to add 
value to local products, and which had seemed to work well in the Ontario 
homeland, was not a winning idea the southwest corner. 
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Brickyards 
 
Some time ago, while visiting at one of Hartney’s fine brick homes, I was shown 
a portion of the wall that clearly displayed the paw print of a cat. The owner 
explained that the bricks came from a small local brickyard, and, yes, the owner’s 
cat must have roamed the facility during the early stages of the brick-making 
process. 
 

 
 

Only in Hartney – cat’s paw bricks! Limited edition. 
 
Manitoba is geologically blessed with thousands of clay deposits, hundreds of 
which have been exploited over the past 150 years for brick manufacture. The 
“Golden Age” of this aspect of Manitoba’s building history was from 1880 to 
1912. There were about 60 major clay sites and about 175 brick manufacturing 
plants that provided the billions of bricks that were required for Manitoba’s major 
building boom of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  
 
The work was hard and the days were long. The pay was modest, about $2 a 
day, but it was steady, at least for the duration of the season, usually from May 
(when the frost left) till August or September. Even small yards had up-to-date 
technologies such as steam-power. A typical operation featured the large 
covered drying sheds. It was the final stage of the brick-making operation that 
usually distinguished a major from a minor yard: whether the brick was fired in a 
scove or beehive kiln. The scove kiln, used in most operations in the southwest 
corner, was a less sophisticated technology, but one that was still effective 
enough to produce good quality brick.  Burnings lasted about seven to eight 
days, and when the outer shell of bricks on a scove kiln was removed, workers 
discarded the disfigured and discoloured bricks nearer the fire source.  
 
  



The Brick House 
 
The first settlers often built a sod hut for those first few years. Logs were hard to 
find on the open prairie, but those living along the Souris River or in the vicinity of 
Turtle Mountain might start with a log house. 
 
If logs were available someone might set up a sawmill, but otherwise milled 
lumber was expensive and involved some difficult hauling.  Settlers who arrived 
with a bit of cash in hand might opt to bring in building supplies, but many had to 
wait for that first frame dwelling. 
 
Brick was desirable as a building material, but was even more expensive to ship 
than milled lumber, so it was some time before brick buildings became popular.  
 
What helped that process along was the fact that some of those new settlers 
came with some experience making bricks, and they kept an eye out for deposits 
of clay that would serve that purpose. 
 
The first bricks made in the southwest corner were likely produced by at Souris 
City, the village that preceded Wawanesa.  
 
If you happen to be driving westward along Highway #2 near Wawanesa, take a 
brief glance southwards as you cross the bridge. You only have time to catch a 
glimpse of a steep cutbank cliff and the winding river that brushes against it. 
 
Where you to stop at a conveniently placed crossing at the first road allowance 
west of the bridge, you can take a closer look. 
 
There on the ‘flats’ was the village of Souris City, a tiny but important nucleus of 
settlement existed for a brief time in the 1880's until the railways routes were 
finally settled and Wawanesa came into being.   
 
A brickyard was established there by Mssrs. Freek and Coupland. It was located 
on the escarpment, past the northern limits of the village, and produced a low 
quality type of brick used for the lining of wells.  Some decades ago, heavy trucks 
hauling gravel out of a pit now located alongside the old trail, exposed bricks 
from the old brickyard site, and shards were still visible on the trail when I last 
walked it in 2005 
 
 



 
 

The Souris City neighbourhood – south of Highway #2 near Wawanesa. 
 
Whitewater 
 
Perhaps the earliest brickyard in the Turtle Mountain region was located a near 
Whitewater, on the N.W. quarter of. 17-3-21. W. Barker was the operator and 
employed between thirty and forty men. A fellow by the name of Hyman was 
foreman. The product was said to be of excellent quality  

Several local buildings, including the Petersburg School, were built from these 
bricks. In 1894 the factory was sold to W. R. David and the brick machine moved 
to Deloraine next to the Racetrack. 

 

This photo is identified as Mr. McGarvey’s Deloraine yard (from 1896 to 1909) 



Hartney 

The most extensive brick-making operations in the southwest corner were 
located in Hartney. The reason may lie partly in the quality and quantity of the 
clay deposits, but the dynamics of the community and the perseverance of some 
local entrepreneurs were also factors. 
 
In any case it was important in Hartney and it involved three enterprises. 
 
The most important practitioner was William Kirkland, who was actually the third 
individual who developed a brick operation near Hartney. From what we know  
he was certainly of a type, typical of the era: a hands-on industrialist with real 
skills and craftsmanship. At the height of his ten years of brick-making, in 1913, 
he was firing bricks for the new Saskatchewan Legislative Building – at least 10 
million of them. That contact alone likely brought in at least $80,000. He was able 
to build a grand house at the north end of town, with a prominent and stately view 
into the community. Brick, of course. 
 
Hartney’s brick operations functioned for 20 years, between 1895 and 1913. The 
three Hartney operations—Payne’s, Sackville’s and Kirkland’s—describe the 
typical range of brick operations in rural and small-town Manitoba, with the Payne 
and Sackville yards on the small side and the Kirkland operation (the successor 
to Sackville) on the larger side.   
 

 
 

The Irene Hill house in Hartney was built by Harry Payne using bricks from his local 
brickyard. 

 
Harry Payne was the first to make bricks in Hartney. He began in 1895, just west 
of town. Payne sold some of this first stuff to W. Hopkins for his new store, and 
was also shipping to many other places in southwest Manitoba. Payne’s reddish 
bricks were used in many local buildings, but by 1902 the operation was gone, 
either having depleted the clay bed or succumbing to the local competition.  
 



 
He had made at least 3,500,000 bricks.   
 
George Sackville opened his operation in 1898, and called it the Hartney Brick 
and Delft Company. Located east of town, the operation produced what was 
called a white brick (actually the buff colour we think of). Sackville continued for 
three years to ship brick over the Northern Pacific and Manitoba Railway line to 
points throughout southern Manitoba.   
 
William Kirkland, who had worked for Sackville since 1899, took over that yard in 
1901. Kirkland`s first kiln of 80,000 bricks went into the new A.E. Hill and 
Company building then under construction. In May of 1905 the Star commented 
on the “fine and inexhaustible deposit of clay” that was being worked by 
Kirkland’s steam brick machine. The yard sat on 15 acres and produced 30,000 
bricks per day, with 10 men employed.   
 
 
The Melita Brick Co.  

In 1905 Mr. John Dobbyn (80 years of age) discovered a red brick clay just west 
of the river and south of today's #3 highway. He purchased the land (31-3-26) 
and ordered a modern brick making plant.  

The Melita Brick and Tile Co. was formed in April 1905. This consisted of John 
Dobbyn and son Richard, Charles D. Lamont and Johnston and Pope with 
manager of the brickyard being Richard. Dobbyn.  

In June the kiln was being built and great interest was taken in the result of the 
first kiln of brick, "fired". The bricks turned out a pretty shade of red. More than 
$10,000 had been invested in this project by July.  

In April of 1907, The Melita Brick Co. was making 20,000 bricks a day under 
manager D. Morrison. They had delivered a million bricks to Regina.  

In 1909 these bricks were sold at Melita Lumber & Manufacturing Co.  

The yard closed in about 1910 as the clay bed had run out and the business had 
not proven to be a financially successful venture. However, many houses and 
buildings in the town and surrounding area stand today as proof of a very 
substantial "red brick" that was manufactured locally.  
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Manufacturing  
 
The story of manufacturing in Manitoba’s small towns is story of individuals 
starting by meeting a local need.  A surprising number of products that, in our 
modern world would tend to be coming from far away, were made right here at 
home.  
 
The fact that there was a local need for products that, other wise would have to 
be shipped from some distance and at some significant expense, spurred efforts 
to improvise and create. The good news was that some of the people coming to 
these new communities had worked in factories and trades, and had gained skills 
that could be readily put to use in this new context.  
 
In the history of Souris City, one of the first villages in the Southwest Corner we 
learn that, “A Mr. John Harris found his niche in the manufacture of axe and 
hammer handles.” 
 
Why not? How complicated could that be? 
 
Hartney 
 
As towns grew, both the demand for goods and thus the possibilities for industry 
expanded. For a short time Hartney had both a Pump Factory and a Sash & Door 
Factory.   
 
The story of the pump factory illustrates both the possibilities and the limitations 
of local manufacturing. 
 

 
 

The building at the centre, where the Town Hall is now located, housed Mr. Pierce’s 
Pump Factory 

 
 



On farms, water came from wells. Wells required pumps. Everyone needs 
one…or two. 
 
So in 1893, when H. C. Pierce, who had been making pumps in Manitou, moved 
to Hartney, he quickly supplied one thousand pumps for the local market. But 
soon everyone had a pump, and business slowed down pretty quickly.  
 
*The Hart-Cam Museum has a pump that likely came from Mr. Pierce’s Factory 
 
On the other hand, when Alex Mains, and his brother set up a Sash and Door 
Factory, in 1900, and added a planing mill to provided materials for the many 
new homes, which were built in this and other communities, the need for such 
materials was a little more ongoing. There are still examples in many Hartney 
homes of baseboards and staircase fittings made locally. In 1904 it became a 
joint stock company called "The Hartney Manufacturing Co.” and prospered until 
1908 when they shifted their business toward providing lumber. In this case not 
only had demand slowed down, but the economics of trying to compete with 
large operations elsewhere destroyed the viability local manufacturing. The same 
process repeated itself as small town manufacturing gave way to big city 
factories, which in turn has given way to offshore production. 
 
* The Hart-Cam Museum has sales slips from the Sash and Door Factory and 
examples of the millwork. 
 
Another common example of small town manufacturing focused on another vital 
need.  
  
The three Duchesneau brothers arrived in Hartney about 1901 and in 1904, 
along with their blacksmith business, he started a carriage and wagon factory. 
His advertisements at the time announced that he had "a new eight-horsepower 
engine, modern band-saw, a joiner, a fine ripsaw, a hawk-eye trip hammer, a fan 
blower and a fine grade emery polishing machine,'" and that he could turn out 
"buggies, wagons, carriages and all fine lumber work with city style and finish."  
 

 
 

One of the fine Duchenseau products 



 

 
 

The Duchesneau shop – Carriage making meant working with both iron and wood. Each 
of the brothers had a special skill that contributed. 

 
Edouard Isabey who opened a small machine shop in about 1893, also made 
and repaired carriages. He had apprenticed as a gunsmith and mechanic in 
France. 
 
In a listing of Hartney’s early businesses we also find an entry for “Shore and Co. 
carriage makers.” 
 
Deloraine 
 
Another representative example of local manufacturing is found in nearby 
Deloraine. 
 
The Deloraine Carriage Factory run by Mr. B. Steele was for a short time “ one of 
the largest of its kind in the Province. Six men are employed, four blacksmiths, a 
woodworker and a painter. A second story was added this spring to the shop for 
use as a carriage and paint shop. Trimming and leather work is done at Mr. 
Douglas' harness shop. The painting is of the highest quality, and six rigs were in 
various stages of finish.” 
 



 
 

B. Steele - Deloraine 
 
Melita 
 
In 1891 when the town of Melita started, Mr. Richardson built a carriage shop 
which he sold two years late. Also in Melita, George Lea, a carriage maker, was 
a tenant in part of the Duncan building from 1899 to 1904 at which time he sold 
to D. Lamont. Lamont built a new two storey brick building for his blacksmith 
shop. The shop upstairs, was used to build buggy wheels and repair them, also 
to set buggy tires. Among other things, he built a 15 foot boat was built here for a 
local farmer. 
 
For about 12 years previous to coming to Manitoba he had worked at the 
carriage making business. In the early days in this country, his knowledge and 
skill with tools proved of great value.  
 
The Holden Furniture and Funeral business had a glass-paneled hearse on 
wheels, which could be changed to specially built sleighs for winter use. It was 
built by a carriage maker in Napinka some time before 1910.  
 
  



Elsewhere 
 
In Boissevain, Butler and Frith were carriage-makers and blacksmiths;  
 
 
Clothing 
 
In a recap of items from the 1907 Deloraine Times we learn of this ad: Wanted- 8 
to 10 girls at Harris' Clothing Factory to learn the tailoring business. Light work 
and learning free.  
 

 
 

The A. Harris Shop. 
 
Earlier, in 1904 we learn that, “The Harris' Shoe Factory has been opened. “ 
 
Every village had a Tailor Shop and Millinery.  Many of these businesses went far 
beyond mere alterations and fittings.  
 
In the A.E. Hill Store in Hartney, on the upper floor could be found carpets, 
linoleums and the millinery and dressmaking departments. Each season a 
milliner and assistant came from Toronto and made hats for the spring and fall. A 
head dressmaker was employed, also from the east, and local girls were hired to 
work as apprentices. A lift was built so that the second floor could be easily 
accessible. 
 
In 1894 Hartney’s Edwards sisters were running a successful dressmaking shop 
in Hartney, offering the latest fashions, wedding gowns and party dresses, often 
paired with hats made by the milliner at A.E. Hill & Co. The girls had apprenticed 
with a dressmaker in Melita and were putting their skills to good use.  



Antler River Steel Works 
 
In pioneer farming communities, blacksmiths were indispensible. Untrained 
novice farmers could learn to build sod and log houses. They could learn to plant 
and reap. They proved up to the task of surviving in a harsh climate. 
 
But fixing broken machinery was a little more difficult for the do-it-yourself 
homesteader. When something broke on the farm, you needed it now. 
 
Blacksmiths often went far beyond repairs. It seems some of them were of an 
inventive, even creative turn of mind, and they just couldn’t resist making stuff. 
As we have seen many turned to making buggies. Others developed other 
interests. 
 
In 1908 “Captain” Hunt Johnston Rolston Large, a blacksmith from Coulter, 
Manitoba, got it into his head that he would build a steamship.  
 
From 1909 to 1910 the Empress of Ireland, his paddle-wheel steamship, plied 
the waters between Napinka, Manitoba (north of Melita) and Scotia, North 
Dakota on the Souris River.   
 

 
 

The Empress of Ireland in Coulter, Manitoba – ready to launch in 1909. 
 
Large built his ship mostly out of recycled materials: a dismantled boxcar and the 
inside of an old house provided most of the wood he used in construction. The 
metal parts of the boat were made by Large himself in his little workshop, South 
Antler Steelworks. 
 
In the summer of 1910 the Empress left the Souris River to ply more lucrative 
waters: those of the Assiniboine near Brandon. She was transported by train and 
used as an excursion boat during the Brandon Fair. At the end of the summer 
she was tied down for the winter.  



 
An unfortunate accident caused her to burn down to the ice. All that was left was 
a portion of the hull, her two big boilers and the paddlewheels. Large reinvented 
her as a coal barge the next spring, but couldn’t bear to paint the word “Empress” 
on a barge, so renamed her the Assiniboine Queen. Severe floods in the spring 
of 1913 finally sank the craft.  
 

 
 

One of the vessel’s steel paddlewheels, made by Large’s own hands, rests in Coulter 
Park at Sourisford. 
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Lime Kilns 
 
Some years ago, while walking along the high riverbank overlooking the Souris 
River near Bunclody, I found what appeared to be an old well lined with 
fieldstones. I gave it little thought until I learned about the small lime kilns that 
settlers often constructed to make mortar for the many stone buildings that dot 
the southwestern corner. 
 
They are another example of small, local, do-it yourself, prairie enterprises. 
 

 
 

The remains of a kiln, near Bunclody 
 
Early settlers used it to purify and freshen damp basements, in the henhouse, in 
cement and plaster and for whitewashing walls and ceilings. Part of the spring 
housecleaning ritual was the whitewashing of the interior of the little building with 
the half moon cut in the door. The only "accessory" in that little building was a 
nail and string to hold the previous year's Eaton's catalogue, which was used to 
the very last page.  
	
Angus McRuer describes one located near his Desford-area farm… 
 
“This kiln was on a rise of land sloped to the north. A hole eight feet deep by ten 
feet across was made at the top of the slope. A trench three feet wide by thirty 
feet long was dug, starting at the bottom of the hill, up into the bottom of the big 
hole. It was like a big clay pipe. The trench acted as a damper.” 



 
To prepare for a burn, stones were placed in the kiln leaving an arch at the 
bottom to hold the fire. The process took three days to reduce the limestone to 
powder. In addition to using it for making mortar, people used it to purify and 
freshen damp basements, and in cement and plaster and for whitewashing walls 
and ceilings.  
 
There were several of these small local enterprises in our region. Many are small 
and barely recognizable. They are usually on the side of a creek bed or hill to 
allow access to one side of the kiln to feed the fire and to provide the necessary 
draft to create a hot and steady burn. 
 

 
 

Ample evidence remains of this kiln site near Bunclody. 
 

 
 

Another small-scale kiln can be found in a similar location downstream a few kilometres 
near where the Highway #10 bridge crosses the valley. 

 



Along the Souris River, near Napinka, stonemason L.J. Phinney operated a kiln 
that likely supplied the mortar for the beautiful stone school that still stands in the 
village.   
 
Near Goodlands, William McGill Poole and a neighbor, Harry Morningstar, set up 
a kiln in a ravine. They took turns sitting up at night to keep the fire stoked for the 
kiln.  
 
In the Lyleton area Robert Fanning and Andy Lyle were two of several settlers to 
build a kiln in the bank of the creek. Robert Johnston had a lime kiln on the bank 
of the creek where he slaked lime to white wash his house and those of his 
neighbors.  
 
Near Lauder, a lime kiln was built on the high bank (the north west side) of the 
ravine on the SE corner of section 32-5-24 not far from Grand Bend school. It 
was likely in operation for a short time. Sometimes these small kilns were just 
used for a specific building project. 
 
 

 
 
 
Gordon Phillips described the location of a Lauder area in “The Rise and Fall of a Prairie 
Town: A History of Lauder Manitoba and The Surrounding District, Volume # 1.” 
 
In the Beckoning Hills account of the history of the Johnstone family we learn 
that: “He built a log house, a log stable for his oxen and a dugout. Later he had a 
lime kiln on the bank of the creek where he slacked lime to white wash his house 
and those of his neighbors. “ 
 
Local histories give us glimpses of several sites… 

THE LIME KILN 

The lime kiln was built on the high bank (the north west side) 
of the ravine on the SE corner of section 32-5-24 not far from 
Grand Bend school. Very little has been found out about it. Jean 
Landreth says that it was built before 1891 and was closed by 1892. 
No one knows who built it or who worked in it or whether lime was 
produced for local use only or for shipment. 

Grand Bend 
School! 
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DISTRICT POPULATION 1892 

Males: married ••••• ,27 
single. • • • •• 79 

Females: married •••••• 28 
single. • • • • •• 40 

Children in school •••••.••••• 38 

Horses •••• 139 Cows •••• 80 Cattle •••• 112 Sheep •••• 25 

Pigs...... 89 Bulls... 1 Oxen...... 29 

These figures will not be totally accurate but give some 
idea of numbers. Note that there were more married women than 
married men g probably because of Catherine Lewis, a widow who 
homesteaded on SE-36-5-26. There were twice as many single men 
as single women. Assuming equal numbers of males and females of 
all ages in the families, there would be 40 bachelors on home-
steads compared to 27 married couples on homesteads. 

****************** 
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“At one time there was a lime kiln on the southeast corner of the Hicks 
homestead one mile south of the Ninga Cemetery. There was no building. It was 
just a stone structure set into the side of the hill, about eight feet deep and ten 
feet in diameter. Limestone was plentiful in the surrounding area. Once it was 
started, the fire in the kiln was kept going day and night. Wood was used for fuel. 
Once the man responsible for keeping the fire stoked got drunk and let the fire go 
out. That batch of lime was spoiled! The intense heat reduced the limestone to 
powder.” 
 
Like so many of these local initiatives, with the improved train service, the 
availability of a reliable and ready source of products in the local lumberyard 
saved local builders a lot of time. Most kilns had ceased operations by about 
1900. 
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Concrete Block Building Materials 
 

 
 
At first glance this attractive house on a farm near Boissevain looks like it might 
be one of the many fieldstone homes in the region. A closer look tells us that 
those building blocks are concrete. 
 
For a few years in the early 20th century, many buildings in southern Manitoba 
were built with locally cast concrete blocks. Much larger than bricks, the blocks 
were hollow, and were typically flat on the interior face but variously patterned on 
the exterior face.  
Because these blocks did not require high-temperature firing like bricks, there 
was no need for the substantial infrastructure used in conventional brick-making. 
They could be made on the building site with portable equipment. 
 

 
 

Cement Block Manufacturing on the farm of W.J. McKinney, 1904 – Photo courtesy Mrs. 
Ina McKinney Beckoning Hills, page 73. 



 

 
 



 
It all began with the patent in 1900 for H.M. Palmer’s block machine. Within a few 
years, this new technology really caught on. It appears that the firm of Laird & 
McGarvey of Deloraine were one of the first in the region to purchase a machine 
to make the bricks. George Anderson of Napinka was soon using one as well.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

From the machinery used by George Anderson who made and sold blocks from 
his property along the Souris River near Napinka. The machinery is now on the 

Melita area farm of his grandson. (Photos (2020) & Info from Bill Warren) 
 
George Anderson sold his machinery to Lou Quinn who continued using it for 
some time. 



 
 

The Winnipeg papers often featured ads for block making machines. There were 
several competing designs. 

 
Aside from the advantage of making your building material on site with locally 
available materials, by using a variety of molds one could produce an attractive 
and durable exterior. By altering the type of sand used you can get a bit of variety 
in colour and texture. 
 

 
 

Some builders used unique designs for effect and emphasis. 
 
  



How Blocks Are Made 
 
The cement is poured into a mold arranged with the outside surface (in various 
patterns) at the bottom. Depressed end pieces are put in to make the blocks 
partly hollow. When the mold is half filled, a metal block known as the “core” is 
placed in position. The mold is then filled to the top and tamped. It hardens 
quickly under the pressure and may be taken from the mold at once. The “core” 
is then removed, leaving the blocks hollow.   
 

 
 

A supply of blocks on George Anderson’s site near Napinka. 
 
Many of the buildings are still standing and looking good in towns across our 
region. They range from fine heritage homes, old schools, and commercial 
buildings like this one in Lyleton.  
 

 
 

Another view of George Anderson’s Block Maker designed by H.S. Palmer. 
 



 
 

Barn built by George Anderson, started in 1914, and finished after WW1. (Photo 
by Bill Warren) 

 
 

 
 

An example in Lyleton – still standing in 2014 
  
Historians aren’t sure why the use of concrete blocks was popular only for a short 
while, with most examples being from 1904 to 1910. Perhaps with improved rail 
access, the availability and quality of both wood siding and bricks were a more 
attractive option? Perhaps the uniform grey colour was not as appealing? 
 



 
 

Note the date stone on this Telephone Office in Waskada. Although there are examples 
of concrete block buildings from later in the century, they are rare. 

 
More Examples 
 
If we take a look at how so many of these buildings have survived in good shape 
we can see it was a good practical choice for the times.  
 
So if you are passing though our southwestern Manitoba towns, look for these 
examples. 
 

 
 

Union Bank Building in Waskada – built 1906 
 



 
 

 
 

The Crerar Law Office in Melita, as it appeared in 1904 when it was built. Still used 
today. 

 
 
 
 
  



And in summary…. 
 
As the population of rural Manitoba grew rapidly in the 1880’s, thousands of 
small businesses, designed to service their needs, sprang up across the 
province. Many of these efforts were very useful in the conditions prevalent in 
those days when importing goods was expensive and, perhaps, not even an 
option.  
 
In an era, and in a geographical situation, whereby a homemade product was the 
natural answer to a shortage of consumer goods, it was only logical that those 
with an entrepreneurial turn of mind would venture into manufacturing. Many of 
those ventures failed to turn a profit; many others existed only for a short time. Is 
that any different from the world of small business today? 
 
The first big change happened very soon. By 1900 the larger share of 
communities were serviced by a railway. With this came increased consumer 
choices and lower prices for many goods.  Improved transportation brought 
convenience.  When you could just ship your wheat crops to the elevator and 
pick up a sack of flour at the grocery store, you saved time, as well as money. 
  
Then, as now, consumers gravitated toward the more inexpensive product 
produced by the large urban factories.   
 
The large urban companies also had the advantage of large capital reserves, 
greater access to credit, and greater marketing budgets.  Brand names became 
a thing. 
 
At present, the same forces of economy of scale and cheap transportation have 
changed manufacturing across Canada. 
 
In addition to those forces, rural Manitoba faced another challenge. In a process 
that continues to this day, in many regions population is in decline. The twin 
forces of faster transportation and ever improving, labour-saving technology, 
meant that the family farm kept growing in size, while the size of the farm family 
kept shrinking. There weren’t enough customers to go around. 
 
What seems interesting today is that there is a new-found interest in local 
production that echoes the forces that made it necessary in 1880. Concern about 
climate change leads to concern about the effects of our long supply chains on 
carbon emissions. Concern about standards and about quality is reviving an 
interest in knowing where our food is produced, and how it is produced. Events 
like the pandemic we are currently facing renewed an interest in food security. 
Artisans and craftsmen sometimes find a niche in small towns where the lifestyle 
reflects their values.  
 
Who knows where it might lead? 



Sources 
 
The material presented in this document is a synthesis of documents readily 
available and carefully sourced, along with more anecdotal information from 
Local Histories. Rather than note each individual reference in this work, I have 
included those source documents, or links to online documents in the appendix. 
 
  
1. Neil Otto, Karen Nicholson & Edward Ledohowski: A History of Flour Milling in 
Manitoba, Historic Resources Branch, May 1992 
 
 
2. Storie, Ken, False Starts, Communities and Change in Western Manitoba, 
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/FalseStarts/ 
 
3. Nicholson, Karen: The Lumber Industry in Manitoba. HRB 2000 
 
4. Local History Collection 
 
Most of these volumes are available for searching and for downloads at the 
University of Manitoba Digital Collections site. 
 
https://digitalcollections.lib.umanitoba.ca/islandora/object/uofm:manitobia 
 
I present them here listed alphabetically by community… 
 
Archibald 
 
Pembina Country – Land of Promise, Miami Museum, Dorine Brown Ed. 1974 
Pembina Manitou, 100th Anniversary and Reunion, Pembina Manitou  Centennial 
Committee, 1979 
 
Boissevain-Morton RM 
 
Boissevain History Book Committee.  Beckoning Hills Revisited. “Ours is a 
Goodly Heritage”  Morton – Boissevain 1881 – 1981. Altona. Friesen Printing, 
1981 
Boissevain’s 75th Jubilee Committee. Beckoning Hills.  
 
Cartwright 
 
Memories Along the Badger. A Story of the Village of Cartwright, Manitoba, 
seventy-five years of our history, 1885-1960.  
 
  



Clearwater 
 
Prairie Pride Land : Rural Municipality of Louise / Rock Lake Round Table. Pilot 
Mound : Louise History Book Committee, 1998. Altona, Man. : Friesens 
Corporation. 792 p. (F/5648/.L69/Pra) 
 
Clearwater, 1876-1885: being some record of the life and times of Clearwater, 
Clearwater Women's Institute: Pilot Mound Sentinel Print, 1927 
 
Crystal City 
 
Prairie Pride Land : Rural Municipality of Louise / Rock Lake Round Table. Pilot 
Mound : Louise History Book Committee, 1998. Altona, Man. : Friesens 
Corporation. 792 p. (F/5648/.L69/Pra) 
 
Crystal City and District 
 
Darlingford 
 
The Darlingford Saga, Darlingford Historical Book Committee, 1972 
Pembina Manitou, 100th Anniversary and Reunion, Pembina Manitou  Centennial 
Committee, 1979 
 
Deloraine 
 
Deloraine Scans a Century 1880 - 1980: Deloraine History Book Committee 1980 
 
Glenora: 
 
Come into our Heritage - R.M. of Argyle 1882 - 1982, Argyle Centennial History 
Book Committee 
Gleanings of the Past: Glenora Community Boosters History Book Committee,  
 
Hartney 
 
A Century of Living - Hartney & District 1882 - 1982, Hartney and District 
Historical Committee 
The Mere Living, Hazel McDonald Parkinson, 1957 
 
Holmfield:  
 
By the Old Mill Stream. A History of the Village of Holmfield & District, 1982 
 
Kalieda: 
 



Pembina Manitou, 100th Anniversary and Reunion, Pembina Manitou  Centennial 
Committee, 1979 
 
Klllarney 
 
Then and Now - Stories from Early Days of Killarney and Turtle Mountain, 1882 - 
1957 
Stories of Pioneer Days at Killarney: Published by the Women's Institute of 
Killarney. Reprinted in 2007 by the Oak Ridge Women's Institute 
Trails and Crossroads To Killarney - The story of pioneer days in Killarney and 
Turtle Mountain District, 1882 - 1967 
Reflections - Turtle Mountain Municipality and Killarney, 1882- 1982.  
  
La Riviere 
 
Pembina Manitou, 100th Anniversary and Reunion, Pembina Manitou  Centennial 
Committee, 1979 
Turning Leaves 
 
Lauder:  The Rise and Fall of a Prairie Town: A History of Lauder Manitoba and The 
Surrounding District, Volume # 1. Gordon G. Phillips  
 
 
Manitoba City 
 
Pembina Manitou, 100th Anniversary and Reunion, Pembina Manitou  Centennial 
Committee, 1979 
 
Melita 
 
Our First Century (Town of Melita and Municipality of Arthur),  Melita - Arthur 
History Committee 
 
LaRiviere 
 
Pembina Manitou, 100th Anniversary and Reunion, Pembina Manitou Centennial 
Committee, 1979 
 
Lyleton 
 
Harvest of Time, History of the R.M. of Edward, R.M. of Edward History Book 
Committee, 1983 
 
Davidson, Connie. Gnawing at The Past Lyleton 1869 - 1969. Lyleton Women’s 
Institute. Leech Printing Ltd., 1969 
 



Mather 
 
"Crocus Country." A history of Mather & surrounding Districts. ? 
 
Manitou 
 
In Rhythm With Our Roots, A History of Manitou & area. 
Pembina Manitou, 100th Anniversary and Reunion, Pembina Manitou  Centennial 
Committee, 1979 
 
Medora  
 
Glimpse Through The Years: A History of Medora 1970 - Medora Women's 
Institute 
Bridging Brenda (Vol 1&2), Brenda History Committee, 1990 
 
Melita 
 
Our First Century (Town of Melita and MUnicipality of Arthur),  Melita - Arthur 
History Committee 
 
Morden 
 
125 Stories About Morden, Morden Historical Society, 2006 
 
Mountain City 
 
Pembina Country – Land of Promise, Miami Museum, Dorine Brown Ed. 1974 
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