The Turtle Mountain –Souris Plains Heritage Association

Partnerships with Museums
A collaboration between the Turtle Mountain – Souris Plains Heritage Association
and local Museums and Heritage Associations
Finding workable processes that enable us to share resources, ideas and
initiatives on an ongoing basis.
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Partnerships with Museums - General Summary
Part 1: Meetings & Communication
This project is part of an ongoing initiative to enhance our connection to our
community. As part of that effort we decided to make Local Museums and other
Heritage Related Organizations a main focus of our Annual Conference in 2018.

TM-SPHA Annual Conference - March, 2019
Perspectives of Regional Museum Representatives.
A Round Table Discussion began with representatives of each museum in our
region offering highlights, success stories and concerns about their museums.
(Details about each museum follow later in this document.)

The Cast of Characters: Phyllis Hallett – Moncur Gallery (Boissevain), Grant Voodre –
Beckoning Hills Museum (Boissevain), Margie Robbins – Elgin Museum, Jack Vandusen
– Hartney Museum, Eric Forrester – Antler River Historical Society (Melita Museum),
Norm Reid – Waskada Museum

Following the initial comments, TM-SPHA Project Manager, Ken Storie
moderated a group discussion and offered these introductory thoughts:
“There are other ways to capture the heritage and history of a town. Not every
community has an actual museum but signs of heritage can still be found. For
example, the Napinka Drop In Centre is an old school and one can find many old
pictures of the community within its walls.
In Deloraine vintage pictures of the town can be found in the entrance of The
Rendezvous Restaurant.

In Waskada, Melita, Hartney and Elgin, there were incentives to save old buildings
and make them into museums. Every town has something a bit different and that
sets each one apart. There is a need to generate more and better stories that can
be backed up with photos and artifacts. We have to do a better job of getting
people into our museums.

Our audience offered a useful and varied input regarding the role of museums,
the challenges, and the opportunities.
Perspectives from Regional and Community Organizations
Another session offered an opportunity for looking beyond museums and
exploring other opportunities for collaboration.
A good example of such collaboration has already begun. Bill Warren, TM-SPHA
Treasurer also belongs to the Pierson and Area Heritage Committee. There is
therefore a built in avenue for sharing. Bill Warren has kept us updated on PHC
activities, and reported on their upcoming Boundary Trail Heritage Trail Ride.
Dean Brooker, manager of the West Souris River Conservation District (WSRCD)
reported on Heritage Related activities relating to its initiatives to preserve and
enhance several heritage sites. The TM-SPHA Project Manager has also worked
with Dean on several projects in recent years.
Yasemin Keeler, manager of Turtle Mountain Conservation District reported on
similar initiatives by her office and collaboration with TM-SPHA regarding
Interpretive Signs in the Metigoshe Natural Area has already begun.
Tim Chapman, CEO of The International Peace Garden gave us an update on
activities and opened a discussion about possible initiatives.
The local media, including the Deloraine Times and Star, CJRB Radio
(Boissevain) attended the conference and reported on our activities in detail.
https://www.delorainetimes.ca/news/tm-spha-assembly-and-agm-1.23780546

Part 2: Meetings with the Boards / Staff / Volunteers
Over the summer of 2019 Ken & Bev Storie met with representatives at:
Beckoning Hills Museum (Boissevain)
Hart-Cam Museum (Hartney)
The Waskada Museum
The Elgin Museum
The Antler River Museum
The Moncur Gallery (Boissvain)
The Boissevain Train Museum
To begin each meeting we reviewed the goals of the project and shared some
preliminary thoughts.
We revisited Highlights and Success Stories: What makes our Museum and Our
Collection Special, Unique, Important?
We reviewed Concerns and Challenges faced by these specific Museums
We sought to Identify of existing TM-SPHA Resources might be valuable to the
Museum?
Questions:
We discussed:
What resources the museum has that can be publicized, enhanced, and used in
projects by the TM-SPHA?
What might be an outline a process for sharing?
Avenues for joint ventures – for example how can we use the Vantage Points
Website further the objectives of the Museum and reach people?
How can we use the programs, products and connections TM-SPHA has in place
to further the objectives of the Museums and reach teachers and students?

Potential Answers:
A free-ranging discussion helped us better understand the museum and
generated some general ideas for collaboration.
Theme 1: Access to TM-SPHA Resources:
Each Museum has been presented with a digital copy of our extensive collection
of Photos and Documents.
The vantagepoints.ca website now includes a section for each Museum which we
will use to provide additional and specific information about museum initiatives.
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/museums/
We will include Museum information and promotion in our periodic TM-SPHA
Bulletins.
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/VantagePoints/bulletins/index.html
Promotional copies of our Vantage Points series and a DVD copy of “Turtle
Mountain Mud” were given to each Museum.
The TM-SPHA has an extensive collection of maps – excerpts from which can
enhance the meaning of displays.
The TM-SPHA will begin a process of financing the adaptation and reproduction
of Print Materials that would complement the materials on display in each
museum. Such materials will include products such as those financed by the
Heritage Grants Program in Boissevain, Melita, Two Borders and Hartney /
Grassland.
These will include Special Places…
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/melita/specialplaces/intro.html
Notable People…
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/notablepeople/index.html
and Pivotal Events Projects.
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/events.html

Theme 2: The Community.
In each community there are other resources we need to understand and
incorporate into our ongoing collaboration. Examples include a Legion Heritage
Display at the Boissevain Legion, and the heritage photo displays at local hotels,
restaurants, and other businesses such as Home Hotel Café in Boissevain and
the Restaurant in Deloraine.
In each community, our natural partners should include staff at Public and School
Libraries.
Seniors’ Centres are also good places to hand out materials and engage in
discussion.
Theme 3: Sharing Information
We will continue our efforts to identify existing TM-SPHA Resources that might
be valuable to the Museum
We will continue our efforts to identify what resources the museum has that can
be publicized, enhanced, and used in projects by the TM-SPHA?
Vantage Points stories that complement specific displays will be identified, and
single-page copies of each will be presented to each museum. These can be
handed out to interested visitors, and those seeking additional information.
A Museum Stories Booklet would be a popular item, and perhaps an area of
future collaboration between individual museums and the TM-SPHA.
How can we use the Vantage Points Website to further the objectives of the
Museum and reach people?
A collaborative effort to outline a process for sharing might include:
-

regular updates
shared minutes
museum topics in TM-SPHA bulletins
local news submissions

Theme 4: Promotion & Outreach
Ideas generated so far include:
Draws and/or Contests – with VP books and Videos as Prizes
Yearly offering of lectures.
Workshops for young & old,
A Regional Museum Website and Facebook page.
Links to other attractions in each neighbourhood.
Creation of a Regional Museum Map
Place Museum Highlights Updates on the Vantage Points website.
Can TM-SPHA facilitate travelling mini-displays?
What about reverse field trips – the museum comes to the classroom?
With regard to Schools, we must try use the programs, products and connections
TM-SPHA has in place to further the objectives of the Museums and reach
people.
We must always connect TM-SPHA Projects (publications, videos, interpretive
signs to the local museum.
For example a recent collaboration with Minto School involved a comprehensive
Local History Unit and included a visit to the Elgin Museum. Can the impressive
“Thank You Card” from Minto students, now on display at the Muesum, be used
to encourage other school visits… and to other Museums?
Part 3: Museum Visits
Individual Reports included as part of the Project summarize some unique
strengths of each Museum.

Part 4: Research
Research from across North America quickly confirmed that:
“Museums can make efforts to become more resilient by collaborating with other
institutions and serving as an active partner in their community. ( Saving
historical museums from the grave: making museums more resilient.
Rebecca Dickman April 29, 2016 )
Collaborations, such as the one we are undertaking, can be a key part of a plan
for Museums.
Research also confirmed that the challenges we see in small rural museums are
not at all unique. There is however and important and recent document that
serves as a starting point for understanding some local realities:
“Final Report Community Museum Visitation Study Pilot Project (Phase 1)
15F-W45513 “
Dr. Christopher D. Malcolm, Department of Geography & Dr. Doug Ramsey,
Department of Rural Development, Brandon University
Details from that document that help as we plan our collaboration.
1. 23% of Museum visitors reported that their museum visit was one of several
activities in the region. This highlights the importance of coordination with each of
the community’s potential attractions.
2. Museum visits were both planned and unplanned. Promotion and marketing
must included both online information and good local signage. For example, if a
visitor stops for lunch we must make sure that they know about the local
museum.
3. Only 15% of visitors were local. Do local people take their museum for
granted? Can we encourage more local people (through partnerships?) to
become ambassadors for the local museum (and related attractions).
4. “Visitation is primarily promoted by word-of mouth through friends and family
As such, community museums, of which many already exist in numerous
communities, should be supported and used, bundled with other attractions, into
an overall rural tourism package.”
Is social media an avenue we can explore to boost the “word of mouth”

5. Organized tours make up only 7% of museum visits. Is this an area of
collaboration that TM-SPHA can explore?
**The TM-SPHA will examine the possibility of including the entire report on
our Museum page.
Bibliography
1. Saving historical museums from the grave: making museums more resilient
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2. Not your 'grandmother's museum': How Canada's major art galleries are
chasing youth
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Dr. Christopher D. Malcolm, Department of Geography & Dr. Doug Ramsey,
Department of Rural Development, Brandon University
4. “Heritage Trust program rolled out to support small-town museums”
The new program will provide $5 million over three years to create endowment
funds within local community foundations for museums and archives across
Manitoba
https://www.manitobacooperator.ca/country-crossroads/heritage-trust-programrolled-out-to-support-small-town-museums/
5. The Disappearance of Rural Museums
Eillie Anzilotti
Jul 29, 2016
https://www.citylab.com/life/2016/07/the-disappearance-of-rural-manitobasmuseums/493694/
6. The End of Our Memories,
The End of Our Memories, a new documentary released this month as part of the
Manitoba Telecom Service’s series “Stories from Home,” details the struggle of
the St. Malo Museum and other rural museums scattered throughout the
Canadian province, all of which face uncertain futures.

7.Museum Visits
The consultant has visited museums, large and small, local and distant, over the
past decade providing a perspective from the consumer point of view. They are
listed in no particular order but there is something to learn about best practices in
each of them.
Nelson Atkins Museum of Art – Kansas City
Bishop Museum, Honolulu Hawaii
Wildlife Museum – Little Rock Arkansas
Manitoba Museum
Manitoba Railway Museum
Daly House Museum
Sun Studios – Memphis Tennessee
Minnedosa Heritage Village
J.A.V David Museum – Killarney
Grand Marais Museum
The Bishop’s Palace – Galveston Texas
Two Harbours Lighthouse Museum – Two Harbours, Minnesota
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Museum – Cleveland
Wisconsin Marine Museum – Mantiwoc Wisconsin & the USS Cobia (SS 245)
Fort Abraham Lincoln - & the Mandan Village Reconstruction – Bismarck ND
Naval Station Museum – San Francisco
Fort Battleford
Selkirk Marine Museum
Cleveland Cliffs Marine Museum – Cleveland Harbour
Curran Hall – Little Rock Arkansas
Yukon Beringia Interpretive Centre – Whitehorse Yukon
Arcadia Visitor Centre & Museum – Arcadia, Missouri
The Alamo – San Antonio Texas
The Sipeweski Museum, Wawanesa
The Arborg Pioneer Museum
The Argyle Historical Museum, Baldur,

Random Observations
Although there is considerable research available on the topic of “small”
museums, “small” is a relative term and the scope of much of the research does
not include museums of the size of those in the villages and towns of
Southwestern Manitoba.
Even so, there are some general observations that do apply across all manner of
institutions and that can be helpful to those managing the museums in our
region.
Funding
The issue of funding is universal and everyone involved is well aware of the
challenges. The focus if this collaboration is about innovation that can help us
work within the fiscal realities.
Collaboration
“Museums can make efforts to become more resilient by collaborating with other
institutions and serving as an active partner in their community. “ 1
There is research confirming that collaborations, such as the one we are
undertaking, can be a key part of a plan for Museums.
From that we learned some important details that help as we plan our
collaboration.
It is important to see Museums as one of several activities in the region connected to other attractions. A marketing for a museum has to be connected to
a marketing plan for the community. Organized tours specific to Museums make
up only 7% of visits. The rest are either planned excursions to a community with
a museum visit being part of the plan, visits by local citizens, or spur of the
moment drop-ins visits.
To enrich the experience for each type of visitor museum displays must connect
to other things to see and do in the community.

Making Do
Concerns and Challenges faced by Museums generally include: space, staffing,
and
local support (financial and otherwise).
Space:
The most important take-away from dozens of museum visits across the land is
that huge collections are not always necessary. Local museums face pressure to
include everything and space is expensive.
Staffing:
Many small museums consist of well-designed self-guided heritage displays
located in spaces where the only “staffing” involves opening the room and being
in the vicinity. Examples range a heritage display in a community store, to a fullscale museum that also includes a commercial enterprise (such as a barber!)
and a modest focused museum housed in a municipal office building.
Some ideas for reaching out:
Can the “Thank You” display from Minto student be used to encourage other
school visits?
Travelling mini-displays.
Reverse field trips – the museum comes to the classroom.
Joint ventures – Sponsoring a speaker or a film.
Collaboration with Other Institutions
1. Museums and like institutions (libraries, historical societies, building
preservation committees) can share resources and marketing.
Collaboration might include:
A coalition of regional museums that work together, utilizing the staff and other
resources of each organization for the betterment of all the museums in the
coalition.
Sharing marketing and offering tickets that allow patrons to visit all regional
museums.
Working together to create various special offers to attract different target
audiences.
Cooperative marketing and joint ticketing.

Collaboration with the Community
Museums can develop closer relations with the communities they serve, so as to
respond to community needs.
Change
Changing demographics of rural communities means that museum designed for
our fathers may not be ideal for today’s citizens.
Strengths
Research confirms that small museums are viable and valuable.
Bigger is not always better.
The local knowledge and local connections available from the small village
museum is often not readily available anywhere else.
Focus
It is possible that there are too many museums doing the same thing, and thus
competing for the same customers. Museums must define their mission, play to
their strengths, and reflect the unique elements of their community.
Ideas
Participatory activities can get visitors involved, but in a way that still aligns with
the mission of the museum.
Rotating displays – Community display options
Random Ideas
Use social media – it is free.
Stimulate curiosity.

The Beckoning Hills Museum

A collection of artifacts from Boissevain and area, ranging from old uniforms and
fashions, old piano, old kitchen appliances, tools, school items, photo displays,
and even a three room home. If you like history, you’ll love exploring this
enormous warehouse of unique collections and antique items gathered from
many families throughout Boissevain and region.
Open daily 1 - 5 pm, from May to September.
204-534-2912 for tours
Admission: Free will offering.
Off Season Hours: By appointment.
Manitoba Day - Each year we invite schools to our museum on Manitoba Day.

Highlights & Features
A Sense of Place
The Beckoning Hills Museum has
several displays and artifacts that
emphasize its connection to the
surrounding region. This rare photo
of Cadzow Station leads us into the
story of the role of the railway in
binding the region together and
connecting it to the wider world.

Cadzow was a train stop midway
between Boissevain and Whitewater.

The TM-SPHA has an extensive
collection of maps – excerpts from
which can enhance the meaning of
displays such as this.
The display of rare artifacts from
Burnside Church reminds us that not
all churches were in towns, and
communities existed that were not
based upon villages.

The museum also has items from the
church at Horton.

A Look at Services
The excellent display focused on Dr.
Bird reminds us of both the typical
and the unique aspects of Health
Care in the region. It could be
supplemented by several Vantage
Points articles on Health Care in
Boissevain and Area, including the
role of Nursing Homes, Midwifes,
and Municipal Hospitals.

The display is just one example of
inspiration for a future Vantage
Points story.
Other displays that are stories
waiting to be told are:

Related to Health Care is the role of
the undertaker. Once again the
museum is able to lead us into that
story by highlighting something
rather unique about Boissevain’s
hearse.

… the harness making display
…the rare grizzly bear skull, one of
only two found in Manitoba.
….the stereoscope display

The slaughterhouse wheel can be
enhanced by the VP story on Beef
Rings.

Vantage Points Connections
We have provided the museum with printed copies of Vantage Points stories, as
well as links to resources, that correspond to both specific display items and to
general display topics. The printed copies can be available to visitors and will
contain links to all available resources.

Sample:
Display Topic: Railway
Railway Schemes and Dreams (VP 4 P. 10)
From Trails to Rails (VP 4 P. 19)
Delivered by Train – Prairie Style (VP 4 P. 29)
Display Item:

GN RR – Lubricating Can

Great Northern Railway (VP 1, P. 30)
Mr. Bryan’s Whistle Stop (VP 4 P. 58)
Resource Links:
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/FalseStarts/14gnr.htm
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Hiking/southwest/p9.html
Display Topic: Dr. Bird Exhibit
Boissevain’s Dr. Bird (In upcoming Vantage Points V)
Nurse Halladay and Boissevain’s First Hospital (In upcoming Vantage Points V)
Display Topic: Photo Display
The Rural Photo Studio (In upcoming Vantage Points V)
Display Item: Slaughterhouse Wheel
The Beef Ring - A Cooperative Success . . . . 27
(VP IV, P. 27)
Display Item: The Boissevain Mill Painting
A Tale of Two Mill Fires (VP IV, P. 18)

Regional Connections.
While in Boissevain check out…
Murals, The Heritage Tree, Heritage Walking Tour
The United, Anglican and Presbyterian Historic Churches
While in the region check out…
The International Peace Gardens
Turtle Mountain Provincial Park – Lakes, Campgrounds, Hiking Trails
The Wakopa Cairn – Site of the first Trading Post and Village on the Boundary
Commission Trail

Print Resources
Available in the TM-SPHA Binder – Presented to the Museum

Online Resources / Documents
Turtle Mountain Coal Mines
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/FalseStarts/15coal.htm
Boissevain
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v7rails.html#p44
Bannerman & The Great Northern
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p62
Wakopa & West
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p61
Fairburn to Minto
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p63
Wakopa
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p33
George Morton
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p35
“Old” Desford
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p34
Turtle Mountain City & Waubeesh
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p36
Whitewater Mennonite Community
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v9diversity.html#p71
Whitewater
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v7rails.html#p45

Online Resources / Photos
Boissevain
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/B/boissevain.html
Desford
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/D/desford.html
Horton
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/H/horton.html
Whitewater
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/W/whitewater.html

Online Resources / Maps
Regional Map Collection
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Maps/
Schools & Sites Map
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/sites/p4.html

Online Resources / Video
Turtle Mountain Mud – The Story of Manitoba’s Coal Mines
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSn2nBzdL4M&feature=youtu.be

Geocache Sites
http://vantagepoints.ca/pages/current-projects/geocaches

The Moncur Gallery

The Moncur Gallery, established in 1986, showcases a wide variety of artifacts of
which most are from the private collection of Bill Moncur. This collection took a
lifetime to gather and shows the great esteem that Bill had for the history of his
hometown and the area.
http://moncurgallery.org

Food Preparation

Hunting

The atlatl

Clothing

Unearthing the Artifacts

Vantage Points Stories
Assiniboine: At home in southwest
Manitoba for centuries
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/assini
boine/
Bison Rubbing Stone
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/bisonrubbing-stone/

Where did all this stuff come from?
The process is explained.

Brockinton Site
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/brocki
nton-site/
Chief Inkpaduta (Scarlet Point)
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/chiefinkpaduta/
Dakota Claim in Canada
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/dakot
a-claim-canada/
Dand Stone Features
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/dandstone-features/

Young visitors can tale the
opportunity to do a little digging of
their own.

Eva McKay: The Dakota Experience
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/evamckay/
Lauder Sandhills
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/lauder
-sandhills/
Makotchi-Ded Dontipi
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/mdd/
Mammoth Tusk: One of only three
similar finds in Manitoba
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/probo
scidean-tusk/
Mandan Trail
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/mand
an-trail/

Mullett Site: Archaeological Dig on
the Souris River
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/mullet
t-site/
Numbered Treaties in Manitoba
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/treatie
s-manitoba/
Sitting Eagle
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/sitting
-eagle/
Skull Swamp
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/skullswamp/
Snyder II Site
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/snyde
r-ii/
Sourisford Linear Burial Mounds
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/souris
ford-linear-burial-mounds/
Turtle Mountain Reserve (IR60)
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/turtlemountain-reserve-ir60/

Yellow Quill Trail
http://vantagepoints.ca/stories/yellow
-quill-trail/

Online Resources /
Documents
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMS
P/v2FirstPeople.html

Online Resources / Photos
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Plac
es/Topics/aborginal.html

Online Resources / Maps
Regional Map Collection
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Map
s/
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Map
s/TMSP/s2a.html

The Elgin & District Historical Museum

The Elgin Historical Museum is housed in the 1903 Canadian Bank of Commerce
Building on Main Street, Highway #23.
There you will find the Military Memorial, a large collection of military pictures,
uniforms and artifacts from World War I and II, as well as information of service
men and women from the district.
Inside the museum you will find; aboriginal display, period clothing, early 1900’s
home setting, sports uniforms, school display, history book from many districts,
artifacts from former Elgin businesses, extensive photo display, minute and
record books from many organizations and an indexed collection of clippings
from Elgin Newspapers 1900-1931.
Stoll the grounds around the museum, there you will find a 1948 snowplane,
working windmill, collection of vintage farm machinery, tools and railway artifacts.

The Building

Built in 1904, this building was originally two storeys high, providing
accommodation for the bank manager on its second floor, which was removed in
the 1950s.
The Elgin Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce is representative of the
functional bank branches established in rural service centres across the Prairies
in the early 1900s. The building's prominent corner location, solid brick
construction, restrained detailing and well-lit banking hall were typical of the
features employed by chartered banks to woo customers and convey an image
of quiet corporate strength and reliability. As the village's only bank, the CIBC
held an important place in the financial life of local residents and surrounding
farm community until its closure in 1995. It is now the only structure that remains
from the many commercial buildings erected in Elgin's business district in the
early twentieth century.

Highlights
The strength of rural museums lies in their ability to collect and showcase things
that aren’t readily available anywhere else.

Things that Work!
The Elgin Museum has a selection of things that work, or could easily be made to
work. Some are items manufactured right here – by local farmer / inventors /
craftsmen. Other are manufactured far away and all but forgotten.
The Barbed Wire Telephone
Most of us have heard of the attempts to find home made solutions regarding
communications such as the barbed –wire telephone. The display in Elgin helps
you understand just how sophisticated such things could be.
As late as 1934 this phone was part of a system that linked many households in
the Regent Community, including Fox’s general store.
The push button activated the Ford Model T ignition coil sending a strong
buzzing signal on the fence line and at the same time isolated the caller’s
headphones.
Each household had a buzzer code. The transmitter switch was closed when the
caller was speaking and opened when listening.

The Snowplane

This home-made snowplane look as if it is ready to be driven out of the shop, and
so it is! It was made in Ninette and purchased for $1050 by Gordon Racher in
1947. It features a Model A Engine. It was a valuable item when the roads were
blocked and use as late as 1980.

This fully functional windmill stands ready to do its job – many farms used wind
power to access the water supply.

This Coleman Kerosene-Fueled Iron is a reminder of the time before rural
electrification, when fossil fuel technology was the only option.
You could fire it up today, but apparently the previous owner experienced a
mishap involving a bit of an explosion and decided the old method of heating the
iron on the stove was good enough for her.
News Documents
The Elgin Museum has a very useful collection of News Excerpts from the Elgin
Banner in binder format.
WW 1 & 2 Display
The WW 1 & 2 Display has an excellent collection of wartime items that is
complemented by correspondence and documents that offer a first hand look at
the experience, both overseas and on the home front.
A newspaper article details the search for records regarding missing soldiers
from the Elgin are believed to be buried in Europe and the efforts to identify
remains.
Church Display
In addition to commemorating the village’s churches, the museum includes rare
items relating to nearby rural churches, Regent, Westhall, and Millerway.

Regional Communities
The nearby community of Regent,
and the Fox family who operated the
store, are represented. Items such
as the cheese box highlight the
operation of a retail store.

About People
Andrew King
The life and achievements of local
son Andrew King are profiled.
This souvenir plate commemorates
the “First shipment of china ware to
enter Canada via the Hudson Bay
Route.” To Elgin residents the
opening of the Hudson Bay Route
was important as a grain shipping
option; the chinaware was a side
benefit.

Unique Items:
Sometimes you discover something
that is not connected to the
community except for the fact that it
ended up here. It reminds us that
even in those early pioneer times our
communities were connected to the
rest of then world.

The Unexpected
A device for measuring the amount
of powder for a shotgun shell.
Surrey Lamp – coal oil lamp to be
placed one on each side of a buggy.

Dr. McIntry’s Casebook from 1927
offers a very real, authentic look at
the details and procedures involved
in a small town medical practice.
A copy of the Massey Harris
Illustrated reminds us before
businesses had website, they had
newsletter and magazines, that
Gordon’s Chips – From the U.S.
Junk food was always an option.

combined useful information along
with the typical sales pitches.
The sports display reminds us that
even small communities such as
Fairfax had very active sports team
and that lacrosse and cricket were
popular, in the pre WW1 Days.

Briefly Mentioned…..
McDole Family - Prominent business
family news, and artifacts.
The Elgin Hotel register.
Scottish Heritage Display

Regional Connections.
While in Elgin check out…
The Cairns and Signs on RR Ave.
The United Church
While in the region check out…
Elgin Cemetery
Whitewater Park
Small Villages of Faifax and Minto
Former Villages of Croll, Regent & Dand

Print Resources / Vantage Points Copies
Available in the TM-SPHA Binder – Presented to the Museum

Online Resources / Documents
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p54
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p55
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p68
Online Resources / Photos
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/E/elgin.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/F/fairfax.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/A/argue.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/R/regent.html

Online Resources / Maps
Regional Map Collection
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Maps/
Schools & Sites Map
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/sites/p11.html

Geocache Sites
http://vantagepoints.ca/pages/current-projects/geocaches

The Hart-Cam Museum

310 Poplar Street
The Building
In many ways the main attraction of the Hart-Cam Museum is the building itself
with its selection of artifacts that directly relate to it’s many uses over the years,
and the people connected to it.
This two-storey brick and stone building was erected in 1902 by local mason
James McArter for merchant brothers A. E. Hill and W. H. B. Hill. It operated as a
general store until 1983. The building sat vacant until 1995 when the McBrien
family converted it into a restaurant, bakery and gift shop. It closed in 1999 and a
group of local citizens turned the building into a community museum.

Some Interior Features
Small Town Museums and Heritage Buildings naturally go together. In each you
are likely to find the expected and the unexpected. Both are valuable and
necessary. When you combine the two, they complement each other.
In a substantial retail space, built in an era of optimism and expansion, you
expect to find high ceilings, a well-lit and attractive storefront, and quality fixtures.
You won’t be surprised to find features such as the moveable ladder used to
access the higher shelves in the dry goods department.

Ladder for Dry Goods access.

You might be surprised by the rather unique custom-made elevator installed to
increase efficiency in the large 2-storey retail space.

The Site as a Movie Location
In museums you expect to find artifacts and displays that bring to life the facets
of pioneer life: the home, the workplace, recreation. Any attempt to represent or
convey the pioneer, small town, & farm experience would be inadequate without
the opportunity to see and perhaps touch, the tools, implements, and furnishings,
that link us to those earlier days.
You might be surprised to find that the building was featured prominently in two
well-known movies. That tells us that the producers of those movies saw in it the
elements of both the representative and the unique.

To effectively strike that balance between the typical and the unique, a museum
will focus on a few things that make the community they serve special, perhaps
innovative, and above all interesting.
The Rural Press
The Hart-Cam museum houses several items related to the Hartney Star and
thus to the story of the rural press.

The display links us to the stories of at least three people who played an
important role, in the Hartney Star, in their community, and in the newspaper
business. Dr. Fred Woodhull who established the paper, Walpole Murdoch, who
expanded its influence, and Annie Playfair, the first femaule Newspaper
owner/editor in the Wetsern Manitoba.
Mr. Murdoch will be featured in the upcoming Vantage Points volume, Miss
Playfair and Dr. Woodhull are featured in “We Made Hartney”
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/wemade/p32.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/wemade/p24.html

The museum has a collection of old newspapers including The Elgin Banner and
rare copies of short lived publications such as The Whitewater Packet (1921) and
the Westhall Illustrated (1907)

The Amy Graham Story.

Based on documents, photos and letters the staff at the Hart-Cam Museum have
begun research on the story of Hartney resident Amy Graham and her fiancée
who died on his way home from service in WW1. The result could be a booklet or
an enhanced display.

Lodges

Lodges and fraternal organizations were a big part of community life and the
Hart-Cam Museum collection covers many facets of the organizations.
Churches

Near the intersection of Highways #2 and 21, several kilometres north of Hartney
a brick cairn in a yard enclosed by mature trees marks the location of Bethel
United Church. Like most of the rural churches that served dozens well-defined
communities that never became towns, it closed decades ago and has been torn
down. A stain glass window from the building gives focus to a more general
display that celebrates the role of the Church in the region.

What are these things?

Railway Message handler…used to
drop off messages without stopping the
rain.

These may look like primitive skis but
they were used to stretch animal skim
– a reminder of a time when hunting
and trapping were still part of everyday
life.

Household items help us understand the day-to-day chores involved in the days
when virtually all food was “local”. Labour saving devices are nothing new – it’s
just that they were hand-powered. Excess farm produce was sold or traded to
local stores. The butter pound press would have come in handy in preparing that
product for sale.

This and That….

Most towns had Boy Scout Troops.

Town also needed a Jeweler – an occupation that required some certification.
The Hart-Cam Museum is home to the country’s largest Curling Pin Collection
and an extensive collection of arrowheads and other pre-contact items.

Camera & Photography Exhibit

The fine collection of family portraits and the display of cameras link us to the
wider story of Rural Photography. Hartney had two prolific professional
photographers in the formative years that left a record of the town’s progress.
Documents and Specific Collections
The museum has many donated collections arranged in binders and available for
research purposes or general interest.
Examples included the Bethel Church booklets, Adair Dam Photos, the J.M. Fry
Collection and the Botany District Booklet

Regional Connections.
While in Hartney check out…
The Golf Course
The United Church
The Old Town Hall and other fine old buildings
While in the region check out…
Lauder - home to Lauder School (1912) and a United Church (1904)
Grande Clairiere - the earliest village in the district - home to a fine historic
Catholic Church and Cemetery
The Lauder Sandhills Wildlife Management Area – a unique natural area.

More Resources…
Hartney / Cameron / Grassland Heritage Projects
**Available at the Municipal Office and The Library
Special Places in Grassland
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/specialplaces.html
Regional Schools
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/melita/heritage/TMSP/index.html
Hartney’s Notable People
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/notablepeople/index.html
Pivotal Events
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/events.html
All this and more at the Grassland Heritage Website….
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/grassland/index.html

Print Resources / Vantage Points Copies
Available in the TM-SPHA Binder – Presented to the Museum

Online Resources / Documents
The Story of Melgund & Hartney
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p38
Lauder
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v7rails.html#p48
The Boissevain – Lauder Branch
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p67
Grand Clairiere
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p56

Online Resources / Photos
Hartney
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/H/hartney.html
Lauder
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/L/Lauder.html
Chain Lakes
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/C/chainlakes.html
Grand Clairiere
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/G/grandeclairiere.html

Online Resources / Maps
Regional Map Collection
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Maps/
Schools & Sites Map
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/sites/p11.html

Geocache Sites
http://vantagepoints.ca/pages/current-projects/geocaches

The Antler River Historical Society Museum

Melita
The Antler River Historical Society Museum was opened in 1972 in the former
eight room public elementary school built on on the corner of Summit and Ash
Streets in 1905.

Things to see
Indian Artifact Room

Map based displays that help us
understand the ice age.

The Indian Artifact Room features
impressive collections that reflect the
numerous well-documented local
pre-contact sites.

Some of the artifacts displayed with
information about the pre-contact
village sites where they were found.
The educational impact of the
collection of artifacts is enhanced by
prepared interpretive displays, maps
and dioramas.

The room is an excellent place for
teachers to use as a resource for an
investigation into the pre-contact
story of the region.

Historical Military Room
Aside from the usual displays of
Military uniforms and memorabilia
the museum hosts a fine collection of
firearms.
Photos

This 1938 Poster reminds us of the
small villages that once thrived
across the region.
Documents
The museum has an excellent
collection of photos depicting the
range of the region’s history.
Highlights include a rare photos of
Napinka School under construction,
a gathering in front of Duncan’s
Blacksmith Shop, Walter Thomas
and his dog, and of Sitting Eagle.
Other noteworthy items included
Hounour Roll photos in the Military
Room and a collection of school
photos from various eras.
The Regions are represented with
displays from Sourisford and Lyleton
as well as School Districts.

The museum has several documents
detailing aspects of the area history
that aren’t readily available
elsewhere.
A Free Press Magazine feature
about Pauline Johnson, and a
Country Guide article about the
Boundary Commission Trail remind
us the local events and local stories
reached beyond our borders.
A collection of school yearbooks and
registers contributed to our
understanding of education in
Pioneer times, and the blueprints for
the former hamlet of Berniece offer
evidence that these new railway
village may be long gone, but that
they were important steps in the
settlement process.
Fire Insurance Maps of Melita from
1910 are invaluable reference for the
study of buildings, businesses and
locations.

This and That…

While in Melita check out…

Pioneer Heritage Agriculture
Displays
Artifacts, Antiques and Fashions of
Yesterday
Horse and Wagon Display
One Room School Room
Transportation Display
Wildlife Taxidermy Exhibit
Telephone history
The Art Room Miscellaneous –

The Golf Course
The United Church
The restored Theatre
The”Banana”
The Library

Fred Jensen Trophy Room
Fred Jensen was a trophy hunter
who traveled far and wide obtaining
many impressive animals. In the
trophy room is an assembly of all of
his trophies… from elephant ears, to
a lion hide and a marlin. The trophy
room is a display of a vast
assortment of different trophy heads
and hides stuffed by Mr. Jensen’s
taxidermist. On his separate
excursions to Africa he obtained
many animal trophies to add to his
collection and has compiled quite a
multitude of them.

Regional Connections.
Southwestern Manitoba is rich in
history. One can also take a tour
south to Coulter Park and Sourisford,
to view the two-storey fieldstone
pioneer home, the log house in
Coulter Park, the Burial Mounds,
teepee rings, Medicine Wheel and
buffalo jump. Also of note is the The
Brockinton House, a small fieldstone
home overlooking the Souris River.
This is one of the first white
homesteads in the area.

While in the region check out…
The Gerald Malaher Wildlife
Management Area
The Brockinton Site
Coulter Park
Coulter
Coultervale Cemetery
The Village of Lyleton
Copley Church Ruins
The Pierson Heritage Displays
Tilston, Broomhill and Bede
The Pierson Area Birding Trails
More Resources…
Special Places in Melita
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/me
lita/specialplaces/index.html
Regional Schools
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/melit
a/heritage/schools/index.html
Melita’s Notable People
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/me
lita/notablepeople/index.html
Learning Materials
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/me
lita/education/index.html
All this and more at the Melita
Heritage Website….
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/me
lita/index.html

Print Resources / Vantage Points Copies
Available in the TM-SPHA Binder – Presented to the Museum

Online Resources / Documents
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v7rails.html#p50
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v7rails.html#p51
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v7rails.html#p49
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p41
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p40
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v6starting.html#p42

Online Resources / Photos
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/C/coulter.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/C/coultervale.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/D/dobbyncity.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/E/elva.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/M/manchester.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/M/melita.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/S/sourisford.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/Topics/boundary.html

Online Resources / Maps
Regional Map Collection
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Maps/
Schools & Sites Map
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/sites/p1.html

Geocache Sites
http://vantagepoints.ca/pages/current-projects/geocaches

The Waskada Museum

The Waskada Museum has collections ranging from antique cars, trucks, a silent movie
projector, a gramophone and pioneer artifacts. Some of the main features include: Union
Bank from c1906, an Anglican Church from c1914, a working steam engine, a mounted
whooping crane from c1903 and a working blacksmith shop from c1927. The Museum
also consists of multiple buildings where specific collections are showcased.

The Buildings
The Waskada Museum collection of well-maintained buildings connects the visitors to
the early days of the town and represents several facets of small town life in the period
of expansion prior to WW1.
Commerce is represented by the Union Bank, built in 1906. The building features
concrete-block construction – a method popular in western Manitoba for a short period of
time beginning in about 1904. The Union Bank – which merged and became the Royal
Bank in 1925, was prominent in prairie towns.

The day-to-day workings of a bank
branch are on display, as is the history
of the building

In addition to providing the experience
of stepping back in time into the
environment of the one-room school, the
display feature registers and
memorabilia from the other schools in
the region.
A Working Blacksmith Shop.
The Blacksmith Shop, with its working
forge and other equipment, is a direct
link to the Ren Amos who opened his
shop in the first days of the new village.

Menota School
Menota School, which was originally
located several kilometres north of town
is a fine representative rural school, and
a direct link to the Menota District –
home to one of the first Post Offices and
stores in the region.

St. George’s Anglican Church
The church was built in 1914 and closed
in 1965. It has been moved and
restored.

Cars, trucks, fire engines, steam tractor,
unique vehicles restored locally.

Transportation

Most of these vehicles are in working
order; many have been used at parades
etc.

The museum’s generous size allows for
an extensive collection of vehicles
covering a range of purposes. The
agricultural, municipal, commercial and
private aspects of transportation are
represented here.

An early version of the gasoline pump.

A hand-powered horse groomer.
Unique Items
One often – unheralded aspect of Local
Museum displays is the way in which
they can be connected to topics and
issues that are relevant today.

The First TV

This rare example of a re-fillable / reuseable container for eggs needs to be
re-visited today as we struggle with
excess waste in packaging.

The best displays reach beyond local
boundaries and highlight the unique
stores each town has to offer. The story
of Television in Manitoba begins in
Waskada where locals had access to
programing from Minot two years prior
to the arrival of programming from
Branson.

Potential Stories
The museum, like all good museums, has many artifacts that provided the inspiration for
stories.

Copies of the early local paper, the Waskada Expositor would be a starting point.
A restored McLaughlin buggy leads us to the connection between Waskada’s Lawrence
Stovin, who donated the item, and who is related through his great grandmother to the
McLaughlin family who manufactured this buggy and many other transportation
products.
Documents such as Lennox School Story could be reproduced as is, or used a source
material.
Old maps, one with homestead info also provide a valuable resource.
Regional Connections.
While in Waskada check out…
Waskada Park – note the Interpretive Signs and Plaque honoring Charles Sankey.
The United Church
While in the region check out…
Goodlands Heritage Park (Note the Interpretive Display about the region’s Coal Mines.
Goodlands Cemetery
Medora – The village,
Medora School and Church Cairn (Both on 4th Street)
The Brenda Memorial Gardens (Old Medora Cemetery)
Napinka – The Village
Napinka School – Drop In Centre Heritage Display

Brenda Memorial Cemetery (Old Medora Cemetery)
Site Location (lat/long): N49.20786, W100.78227

Print Resources / Vantage Points Copies
Available in the TM-SPHA Binder – Presented to the Museum
Online Resources / Documents
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v8expansion.html#p58
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/TMSP/v7rails.html#p49
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/FalseStarts/15coal.htm
Online Resources / Photos
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/M/medora.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/N/napinka.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/G/goodlands.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/W/waskada.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/NN/nestibo.html
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Places/Topics/coalmines.html
Online Resources / Maps
Regional Map Collection
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/Maps/
Schools & Sites Map
http://www.virtualmanitoba.com/sites/p2.html
Online Resources / Video
Turtle Mountain Mud – The Story of Manitoba’s Coal Mines
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSn2nBzdL4M&feature=youtu.be

